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CHAPTER I

DETERMINING RELATIVE EFFECTS OF AGENTS OF
POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION: PURPOSE,

PROBLEMS, AND METHOD

Purpose of the Study

Definitions of political socialization emphasizing cultural
transmission or indoctrination of newer members of a society by older
members of that society may lead researchers to assume that agents of
political socialization carry the major responsibility for politicizing
individuals.l Dawson and Prewitt2 and Easton and Dennis3 suggest that
definitions of political socialization emphasize the "acquisition”
rather than the indoctrination or learning of political orientations.
As Dawson and Prewitt point out, indoctrination implies that the pro-
cess is passive from the point of view of the individual, while
learning implies that the individual takes most of the initiative in
the process.4 For purposes of the present study, the Easton and Dennis
definition of political socialization is used: ". . . those develop-
mental processes through which persons acquire political orientations
and patterns of behavior.“5 Thus, the variability of the acquisition

process is emphasized as an area of empirical inquiry. The present

study is concerned with certain aspects of this acquisition process.
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\
| The purpose of the present study is three-fold: (1) to

idemonstrate the effects of various specified agents relative to one

éanother and relative to other unspecified influences, (2) to specify

I

i
i

 some of the effects of social position on an individual's political

isocialization, and (3) to specify some of the social psychological
glinkages between an individual and his politicized environment.
Problems of past studies related to purposes (1) and (3), preliminary

definitions of certain terms, and a preliminary discussion of metho-

dology are presented in the following subsections.

Relative Effects of Agents

Research on agents of political socialization in the United
States has focused primarily on the effects of a single agent on
specified political orientations of elementary or secondary school
children. The agents examined in these past political socialization
studies have included mainly the family, the school, and peer groups.6
Since such studies have focused usually on one agent at a time,
assertions that the family or the school is the predominant influence
have gone untested.

Few if any multivariate analyses of agents' effects have been

attempted. Langton and Karns appear to be the only political scien-

itists to have attempted the assessment of the relative effects of

several agents on one political attitude.7 Their efforts result in

éa one-stage causal model explaining the relative effects of the family,

gthe school, and peer groups on levels of political efficacy in high
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school youth. In this model the family is shown to be the most
influential agent.

The mass media have been mentioned as agents of political
socialization,8 but until recently, little attention was directed
toward investigating the media's socializing effects. Hirsch reports
that the mass media serve as the most important sources of information
about state, national, and international affairs.9 Hollander reports
that the mass media serve as the most important sources of information
about international conflict, war in general and the Vietnam war in
particular.lo Chaffee, Ward, and Tipton report that the mass media
not only serve as information sources but also exert influence on
attitude formation.11

One purpose of the present study, as listed on page two, is
to determine the effects of the family, school, peer groups, and the
mass media relative to one another and relative to other unspecified
influences on high school seniors' acquisition of future activism
through the intervening variables political awareness and political
trust. Future activism, as will be discussed in Chapter II, is a
student's estimation of how active he or she will be in politics in
the future. These high school seniors are randomly chosen respondents
in a nationwide study conducted by the University of Michigan Survey

Research Center under the direction of M. Kent Jennings. They were

interviewed in the spring of 1965.12 The present study is a secon-

t

idary analysis of these data and is subject, therefore, to certain
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|
?limitations in relation to operationalization of variables. For

example, future activism is a surrogate variable for actual political
'participation, since there are no items available in the data set to

indicate actual political participation.

Effects of Social Position

Another purpose of the present study, as listed on page two,
is to specify the effects of an individual's social position on the
gagents' relative influences. According to Milbrath, social position
mey be defined as ". . . being close to the center of . . . social
and political activity . . . or of being out on the periphery."13
In other words, people who occupy more central social positions have
greater access to the political system. People who occupy more peri-
pheral social positions have less access tc the political system.
Access to the political system can be considered as (1) participating
in politics and (2) receiving a share of the rewards and benefits of
the political system.

In the present study, social position will be indicated by

L4 As Milbrath suggests, black people tend to

race or social status.
occupy more peripheral social positions and white people tend to
occupy more central social positions.l5 Among white pecple, lower
status people tend to occupy more peripheral sceizal positions and
higher status people tend to occupy more central social positions.16

When the sample is subdivided into racial and social status groupings

and the model is examined separately for each social grouping, it
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will be possible to explain the effects of controlling for social
position.
Social Psychological Linkages in the
Political Socialization Process
Past studies of the family as an agent of political
socialization have compared parents' orientations with their chil-
dren's orientations. Hyman inventories many such studies that claim,
on the basis of inferences made from covariation between the different
sets of orientations, to find that the family influences its children
to acquire the family's orienta.‘tions.18 Connell, reviewing these
studies, suggests that the problem of sampling bias, especially in
the earlier studies, and the problem of interpretation of statistics
invalidate these various researchers' and Hyman's conclusions.19
The statistical interpretation problem is most important in
more recent studies, which have not suffered very greatly from sampling
biases. Connell explains this problem by showing that often a clear
distinction has not been drawn between what he calls pair correspon-
dence and group correspondence:
Complete pair correspondence exists where, for instance, the
son of the most radical father is the most radical member of
the younger generation, the son of the most conservative father
is the most conservative of the younger generation, etc. This
correspondence is almost always measured by a correlation co-
efficient, calculated with parent-child pairs as the 'cases.'
. . On the other hand, we may have correspondence in the sense
of a similar distribution of opinions in each generation, re-
gardless of the standing of each child with respect to his own

parent. This we may call 'group' correspondence. . . . The
distinction between the two types of correspondence . . . has
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| not always been clear in practice. This is particularly true

where measures of group correspondence have been reported in
the form of correlation coefficients. . . . The coefficients
so produced are very easily misconstrued as measures of pair
correspondence.

Connell then states, after separating studies involving pair
correspondence from those involving group correspondence in Hyman's
inventory, :

We may therefore describe the common pattern of findings, over
a range of topics and at a number of points in a quarter-century

of American life, as one of low pair correspondence but high
group correspondence between the opinions of parents and children.
. . . The social psychological mode of explanation of mass opi-
nion is found to break down at what had seemed to be its strongest
point, the showpiece of interpersonal *ransmission of attitudsf,
the family. That is what the low pair correspondence argues.
Comnell concludes that forces at the societal level are producing the
group correspondence and that a macrosocial approach is probably
needed to explain it. "On both counts we are forced back toward
sociological explanations of the patterns of mass belief‘."22
Connell thus brings researchers to the analytical problem
of linking common societal experiences at the macro-level to indivi-

23

dual attitudes at the miecro-level. He does imply that the social
psychological approach, which attempts to link group-level variables
to individual-level variables, might yet be rescued and used to

specify the relationships chrough which the family-child correspon-

dences occur.24 The present study, as listed on page two, attempts

to specify some of the social psychological linkages between the

environment and individuals that occur in the politicization of
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individuals.

Methodology

Path analysis provides a method for assessing the relative
effects of each agent for a particular sample or subsample. These
effects are indicated by the path coefficienis for the paths from
each agent tu each orientation. The effects of all other unspecified
influences may be assessed by the size of the residual paths. Path
analysis will be explained in Chapter II. A three-stage causal model
of the acquisition of future activism will be evaluated by means of
path analysis. The first stage of this model (see Figure 1) will
demonstrate the relative effects of the family, the school, peer
groups, and the mass media on political awareness. The second stage
will demonstrate the effects of the four agents and political aware-
ness on political trust. The third stage will demonstrate the
relative effects of the four agents, political awareness, and politi-
cal- trust on future activism. The agents' direct effects on future
activism will be compared to their indirect effects through political
awareness and trust in order to determine the extent to which these
attitudes are intervening variables in the acquisition of future
activism,

In other words, future activism is hypothesized to be a
function partially of the attitudes of political awareness and trust
and partially of influence flowing directly from the agents. Political

trust is hypothesized to be a function of political awareness and of
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r
influence flowing from the agents. Political awareness is hypothesized

}to be a function of Influence flowing from the agents.

To the extent that agents do influence an individual's
acquisition of political orientations, how can these agents and
their influences be conceptualized and measured or indicated? 1In
the present study, agents are conceptualized as politicized social
environments that influence individuals' acquisition of political
orienta‘tions.25 The existence of such politicized environments is
indicated partially by responses of individuals to questions esbout
their perceptions of politicization in their primary groups of family
and friends and partially by responses considered objectively to
represent politically relevant interactions. These indicators will
be described in Chapter II. Agent influence will be indicated by
path coefficients. The method of developing a model of hypothesized
effects and evaluating it by means of path analysis also will be
discussed in Chapter II.

It should be understood that the models of political
socialization developed here are static models because the data come
only from one point in time. The discussion in Chapter II of path
analysis as a means of demonstrating influence will explain the
simplifying assumptions tc be made about time sequences in the causal
chain of events. When group or other processes are mentioned below,

it should be understood that only inferences about the processes will

i be drawn from the data. Since political socialization is a dynamic
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process of change, understanding of the process can be gained only

' by developing propositions from dynamic concepts. But in the present
study hypotheses can be tested only with the data from one point in
time. Therefore, inferences, not conclusions, about these processes
can be suggested by the models.

A Suggested Framework for Inferring
Agent Influences

A two-part conceptual framework is presented here. Three
main questions are to be answered: (1) Which agents are most impor-
tant in influencing individuals' acquisition of future activism?

(2) How do agents exert their influence? (3) Why is social position
in terms of race or social status an important factor in the politi-

cal socialization process?

Individual Political Socialization

The first part of the conceptual framework provides a way
to answer two of these questions about the importance of certain
agents and how they exert their influences on an individual's
acquisition of future activism. The ways in which agent influences
are operationalized provide information about the social psychological
linkages between agents and individuals influenced by agents. Opera-
tionalization of agent influence varisbles, which is discussed fully

in Chapter II, and hypotheses about the effects of these agent in-

fluences are based generally on the following discussion.
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Individuals exist in social environments in which they
linteract physically and symbolically with other individuals or with
social institutional representatives. To varying degrees these inter-
actions involve messages contalning politically relevant content.
Such content involves information about any of the activities that
contribute to influencing or determining the authoritative allocation
of values for society.26 Through these interactions individuals form
images of various aspects of political life and develop political
orientations. The interactions provide channels through which in-
fluence may be exerted on the contents of these orientations.27
These propositions about interaction among individuals gain
explanatory power if they are related to propositions from small
group theory. Within an individual's social environment exist small
groups of which he is a member. Group membership is based, among
other things, on (1) interaction through some kind of communication,
(2) affection for other group members and consequent desire to be a
group member, and (3) observance of group standards in order to main-

28 Smith suggests that information flow, which

tain group membership.
provides the basis for group formation, may be factual as well as
normative.29 Normative informstion would include group standards.
If an individual perceives his social interaction as desirable, then
he would develop attitudes to preserve his group membership.BO

In terms of the present research, this suggests that an
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individual is exposed to information and influence from his politicized
social environments. As a consequence he develops attitudes of poli-
tical awareness and trust and subsequent future activism in order to
meet his own or relevant others' standards. Indices of perceived
group politicization have been developed for the family, peer groups,
and the school.31 The index for each politicized environment, when
possible, includes items indicating affection for the agent, communi-
cation with the agent, and political content of the communication.

An assumption is made that communication pertains in part to norms
about political activity, awareness, and trust. The family, peer
groups, and the school, therefore, are hypothesized to influence
individuals' acquisition of political awareness, trust, and future
activism because individuals wish to meintain membership in these
groups and consequently observe group norms about being politically
aware, trusting, and active.

The mass media also provide political information, but they
do not provide group interaction. Hirsch finds in a factor analysis
that so-called “"personal" agents of information transmission (family,
friends, and school) load on a dimension separate from so-called
"non-personal” agents of information transmission (the mass media:
radio, televiaion, newspapers).32 The mass media, therefore, are
hypothesized to be influential because they represent a politicized

environment that transmits political information, which may contribute
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to the acquisition of political orientationms,

Hypotheses derived from this part of the conceptual framework
are tested by developing and assessing a causal model that focuses
on the relative effects of the family, peer groups, school, and mass
media on high school seniors' acquisition of future activism directly
or indirectly through political awareness and trust. Hypotheses
related to this part of the explanation are developed and tested in

Chapters III, IV, and V.

Social Position and Political Socialization

The second part of the conceptual framework provides a way
to answer the third question about the effects of social position in
terms of race or social status on the political socialization process.
There are at least two ways in which peripheral or central social
position may affect political socialization, depending on whether
individuals acquiesce in or reject their social position. These two
possibilities suggest two alternative models of the political soccial-
ization process: (1) traditional political socialization of indivi-
duals and (2) political modernization of individual members of a

deprived but politicized peripheral subculture.

Traditional Political Socialization

Traditionally, individuals characterized by more peripheral

33

social positions have been less politically active. If occupants

of more peripheral social positions accept or at least acquiesce in
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their social positions, they should tend to be socialized to

participate minimally in politics according to the norms traditional
for their soclal position. For purposes of discussion, this kind of
political socialization will be called traditional political sociali-
zation.

Dawson and Prewitt suggest that agents of political
socialization may vary in importance according to the kinds of
interaction they provide. They categorize agents of political social-
ization as (1) groups that provide informal face-to~-face primary
relationships, such as families and peer groups, and (2) social insti-
tutions that provide more formalized impersonsl secondary relationships;
such as schools and the mass media.34 In a highly differentiated
society of many interdependent institutions they suggest that primary
groups will be strong agents of political socialization. But social
institutions will tend to be the most influential agents of political
socialization. These institutions should be more influential because
they provide the same kinds of formalized relationships that occur
between individuals and political institutions. Learning from such
experiences should be transferable to the political sphere of an

2
individual's 13‘.f‘e.’5

The findings of Hirsch and of Hollander suggest
that social institutions should be more influential than families

and peer groups also because they are more important sources of poli-

! 6
Etical information.3 Thus, in a highly differentiated social and

political system such as the United States, and in spite of the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionyz\w\w.manaraa.com



15

simportance of primary groups as agents of political socialization,
vschools and the mass media generally should be more influential agents |
than families and peer groups.

The types of relationships provided by different agents may
affect individuals differently, however, depending on the individual's
social position. It is suggested that agents providing primary or

secondary relationships may relate to social position as pictured in

Figure 2.
Social Position
Type of Socializing Peripheral Center
Agent Black/Low White/High
Social Status Social Status

Primary Relationships
Family Greatest Influence Least Influence
on Attitudes on Attitudes

Peer Groups

Secondary Relationships
School Least Influence Greatest Influence

on Attitudes on Attitudes

Mass Media

Figure 2. Relationships between type of agent and social position

In traditional political socialization, politicized
environments providing primary or secondary relationships should
operate differently for individuals of different race or socilal status

depending on the social position indicated by a particular race or
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social status. People and their children occupying more central
Esocial positions should have more contact with social and political
institutions and, therefore, should be influenced more by these insti-
]tutions. Such institutions would include schools and the mass media.
People in more peripheral social positions and their children should
;be less open to influence from these social institutions. As Marshall
‘suggests, institutions that become national and specialized cannot

", . . belong so intimately to the life of the social groups they

served . ."37

Rather, groups closer to peripheral members of the
population should have more influence. This would include groups

such as families and peer groups.

Political Modernization

Cccupants of more peripheral social positions may become as
politically active as or more politically active than occupants of
more central social positions if they do not accept their peripheral
positions. This phenomenon seems to have been occurring, for example,
among black people in the United States. If nonacceptance of peri-
pheral social position can be attributed to stimulation by the mass
media or awareness of discrimination against a racial group, then
there is evidence that black people tend not to accept their peripheral
position. Matthews and Prothro find that black people who pay atten-
tion to the mass media tend to be almost as active as white people.38

Orum and Cohen find that students who are aware of belonging to a
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black subculture tend to be more active than white students.39

i

' Verba and Nie find that black people who have group consciousness,

that is, who are aware of their race as a basis for political conflict,

tend to be as active as white people.40 Matthews and Prothro suggest

ithat black people as inhabitants of the South, a developing section of

%the United States, are modernizing.41

| Modernization and development are terms used in the social
gsciences to deal with economic, social, and political change. Some
students of modernization focus on political system change.42 But
part of one dimension of Coleman's "development syndrome" is relevant
to the present study of individual politicization. This subdimension
is citizens'! striving for equality in terms of right to participate
(for example, voting) and right to claim equal distribution of values
allocated by the political system (for example, nondiscriminatory
distribution of social security).43 In terms of the present study,
political development would be manifested by increased political
participation or the mobilization of a peripheral group in the popu-
lation as its members strive to gain more access to the political
system.

The present study is confined to acquisition of individual

future activism, which, it will be recalled, is a surrogate variable

for political participation. Lerner's modernization theory provides

a scurce of hypotheses about why individuals acquire future activism.
;According to Lerner, modernization involves becoming a political parti-

fcipant and acquiring the new attitudes that accompany such activity.
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For those people exposed to the mass media, social and political

: changes as reported and reflected through the mass media lead to

!
1
i
{
i
1

44

increased political participation and affect individual attitudes.
But Lerner seems to suggest that individuals do not become
participants already possessing a set of fully developed attitudes
that go with participation. Rather, empathy at first provides the
link between the mass media and individual political participation.
Empathy is the ability to see oneself in another person's situation
and enables an individual to rearrange his ''self-system on short no-
tice" and to "operate efficiently" in new situations.45 The aptitude
of empathy coupled with the desire to see and do things experienced
vicariously (for example, through the mass media) leads to actual
participation.46 Personal potency also is a basic requirement for
participation, ". . . since participation is based on the expectation
that what one says and does will matter in the world."47 Desire to
participate and personal potency seem to be predispositions that
enable an empathic person to be activated by the mass media.48
In political terms, these predispositions would include, for
example., desire to achieve access to the political system and political
efficacy. Political efficacy might be enhanced through identification
with some kind of group and development of group consciousness.49
Such predispositions would enable individuals to be activated through
attention to the mass media. Once activated, continued participation

'and associated learning would enable empathic individuals to close the
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"psychic gap" between traditional and modern ways of life and to

develop a set of attitudes that go witi, the new participant life

style.5o

Propositions about the effects of social position on political
‘modernization in the present study focus on individuals in relatively
peripkeral social positions who are being mobilized in the sense of
becoming more politically active. If citizens in peripheral social
positions are not content with their status, they may strive for
equality of access to the political system and attempt to move toward
more central social positions. The possibilities for mobilization
should be 2ven greater if people ir. peripheral social positions (1)
perceive themselves as members of a deprived suﬁculture but (2) believe
that together they can overcome their deprivation through political
participation. Lerner's emphasis on the importance of the mass media
suggests that the mass media should be seen as probable agents of
individual political modernization. To the extent that black students
identify and empathize with events and black political actors reflected
in mass media news programs, they may be activated by the mass media.
Primary groups, such as the family and peer groups, and the

school should not be expected to be agents of political modernization,

at least in the United States. If individual political modernization
is encouraged by awareness of socio-political change, these three
agents probably do not transait enough information about fast-moving

' events to make them effective mobilizers. Both the Hirsch and
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Hollander studies found that parents and friends are the least
éimportant sources of students' political ini‘ormation.51 The schools
provide a social science curriculum, but political information trans-
mitted by textbooks probably tends to emphasize institutional struc-
'tures rather than citizer participation and up-to-the-minute events.
Litt, for example, found that textbooks for students of lower social
status deemphasized political participation, while textbooks for
‘students of higher social status emphasized political participation
eas a means of influencing publiec decision—making.52

Hypotheses derived from the second part of the conceptual
framework are tested by dividing the sample into racial and social
status subsamples and running thg path analysis for each relevant
group. Because of the findings about black political participation
\cited earlier (page 16), the model of political modernization is
expected to be supported by the data from the black subsample. The
model of traditional political socialization, however, provides an
alternative model for comparative purposes. Specific hypotheses about
agents' effects for each model will be developed and tested in

Chapter VI for students occupying peripheral social positions because

of their race or social status.

Implications of the Research

The present study makes theoretical and methodological
' contributions to the political socialization literature. The develop-

ment of a causal model assessing the rcliative effects of four agents

}
'
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Ll

Eon future activism through intervening attitudinal variables provides

(1) a test of one thecretical explanation for variation in these
attitudes and differential agents' effects on their acquisition, and
(2) a useful methodological took for investigating other survey data

sets.

Methodological Tool

| Causal models are generally useful for the bridge they provide
Ibetween data and theory. Their hypothesized relationships represented
by mathematical structures are derived from theoretical frameworks.
These structures are then evaluated statistically with empirical
data so that the fit of the theoretical model with empirical reslity
can be objectively assessed. Application of this particular model
to other data could result in further validation or refinements of the
explanation of how different agents affect the attitudes of different
social groupings in the population.

Causal models also contribute to planning new research designs.
The present model might be revised to include reciprocal relationships
(for example, between political awareness and political trust). Such
a revised model would require the measurement of other meaningful exo-
genous variables uncorrelated with the agent influence variables so
that appropriate statistical analysis could be performed. Thus, future
research could be planned with such needs in mind. If a nonrecursive
‘model then could be applied to data from various age groups, it would

indicate at what points in the life cycle agents exercise their
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strongest influences. It also could be used to differentiate between
{the periods of political modernization for different social groupings
(1) when levels of political trust have more influence on levels of
political awareness and (2) when levels of political awareness have
more influence on levels of political trust. In Inkeles's terminology,
ipolitical awareness could indicate an active citizenship dimension,

and political trust could represent a political resentment dimension.”>
The model tested for different kinds of social groupings at different
historical periods would specify conditions under which political

resentment negatively or positively affects participant citizenship.

Theoretical Explanation

As has been noted, the theoretical explanation suggested by
the model is derived partially from small group theory and partially
from political modernization concepts. It should be emphasized that
the present study does not claim to explain conclusively any processes,
whether group, political socialization, or political development and
modernization. It is impossible to draw any conclusions about dynamic
processes when data from only one point in time are used., Rather,
propositions developed from group theory or political modernization
concepts may suggest explanations of why different agents affect
individual political socialization differently depending on an indi-

vidual's social position. These propositions and related specific

ghypotheses give theoretical meaning to the path coefficients that

Etherefore are interpreted to represent agent influence.
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Through the use of political modernization concepts,

t
|
1
{
i
i
|

particularly, it may be possible to infer how political and social

|
gchanges can affect individual political socialization processes. Thus
iwe are reminded that attitude studies take place in historical time
1and space amidst ongoing political events. Future studies must be
idesigned to incorporate indicators of time and contemporary events
i:‘Lf greater understanding of political socialization is to be gained.
The present study procedes to describe fully the methodology
for determining and the findings about the relative effects of the
family, school, peer groups, and the mass media on high school seniors'
acquisition of future activism. Chapter II is a presentation of the
data, discussion of path analysis, and operationalization of the
variables used in the model of political sccialization. Chapters III,
IV, and V present the model for the entire sample of students. Chap-
ter III focuses on individuals' acquisition of political awareness.
Chapter IV focuses on individuals' acquisition of political trust.
Chapter V focuses on individuals' acquisition of future activism.
Chapter VI is a comparative analysis of political socialization for
black and for white students; low status white students also provide
an additional example of the effects of peripheral social position on

political socialization. Chapter VII concludes the study with a

brief summary of findings and a comparative analysis of a traditional

' agent of political socialization, the family, and the agents of

i political modernization, the mass media.
;

!
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CHAPTER II

METHODOLOGY FOR DETERMINING RELATIVE EFFECTS OF AGENTS OF
POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION: DATA, PATH ANALYSIS,

AND OPERATIONALIZATION OF VARIABLES

As noted in the previous chapter, this study is a
secondary analysis of data collected in interviews with high schocl
seniors in the spring of 1965. The data are important not only
because of the age of the respondents but also because of the his-~
torical period in which they were gathered. As Jennings and Niemi
point out, the data are particularly useful because they come from a
nationwide group of respondents who are almost at the end of the
pre-adult political socialization period and are ready to go to
college or into the work force. Twelfth graders are at a period in
life when the family and school are nearing the close of their
opportunities to directly affect the political socialization of these
young people.1 Thus, a summary of relative effects of various agents,
including family and school, at this period in life is useful for
comparison with studies of relative effects of agents on younger and
on older respondents.

The period during which the data were collected was mid-decade

of the 1960's. As will be described more fully in Chapter VI, the

30
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!decade of the 1960's was a period of political upheaval and

1
I

fturbulence.2 This political upheaval was manifested in part by modes
of political participation new for the young people who used them in
varied attempts to influence United States domestic and foreign
policy. If young people growing up in this period were affected by
the actions of these youthful political activists, probably as re-

i ported through the media news, then it should be possible to discover

such effects through analysis of a nationwide random sample of high
school seniors. Thus it may be possible to infer the effects of
political and social change through specified agents on pre-adults
during this period.

The effects of political and social change as stated earlier,
cannot be demonstrated since the data represent a cross-section of
the population interviewed only at one point in time. But the use of
path analysis, given certain assumptions about the nature of the data
and the directions of causation, will permit inferences to be made
about the exertion of influence by specified agents of political
socialization on the acquisition of specified political attitudes
thought to predispose individuals to political activity. As suggested
in Chapter I, concepts related to the dynamics of change through the
processes of political development and modernization may contribute
useful hypotheses that can be tested for racial or social status
groupings in the sample. The general path model can be assessed

with subgroupings of the data by race or social status and will reveal
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the differential effects of agents within each social grouping. A
short description of the data, an explanation of path analysis as
applied in the present study, and a description of variables used in

the general model follow.

The Data

The data for the present study were collected by the Survey
Research Center, Institute for Social Research, University of Michi-
gan, under the direction of M. Kent Jennings. Randomly chosen high
school seniors from a nationwide (United States) probability sample
of ninety-seven secondary schools (including eleven nonpublic schools)
were interviewed in the spring of 1965. The sample included 1,669
students. The sample was weighted ". . . to correct for unavoidable
misestimates (gig) at the time of sampling frame construction."3
The weighted sample totals 2,063, including 1,063 males and 1,000
females, 1,086 whites, 194 blacks, and 13 Asians, Mexicans, or Puerto
Ricans. The sampling universe does not include school "drop-outs,"
which are calculated to be about twenty-six percent of this age
cohort.4

The number of black students in the sample is not large enough
to warrant drawing firm conclusions. The subsample is not entirely
representative of the black age cohort due to larger drop-out rates
among black studen‘ts.5 Racial comparisons, however, will be theore-

tically suggestive.
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Path Analysis

Path analysis provides a way to demonstrate the influences of
specified agents of political socialization on acquisition of specified
political attitudes. Influence may be defined as an alteration in the
behavior of B caused by changes in the behavior of A.6 Causation is
defined in terms of a model, which abstractly describes fhe "real
world," rather than as a "real world" phenomenon.’7 If A only causes
changes in B, that is, if the direction of change is unidirectional,
then the relationshib is asymmetrical, and influence is said to be
exerted.8 If B also causes changes in A, the relationship is recipro-
cal or symmetric, and it is not possible to determine the exercise of
influence. If the process of A causing changes in B and then B
causing changes in A can be assumed to occur over periods of time
rather than instantaneously, then it is possible to examine empirically
either of the asymmetric relationships A—>B or B—A.

In any case, the analysis of change occurring over a span of
time would call for a research design that incorporates the time
dimension in any measures of change. The present study, as stated
earlier, does not contain measures based on changes through time.

The data come from a sample of one age group in the population at one
point in time. Change in levels of political awareness, political
trust, or future activism must be inferred, therefore, from a statis-
tic, such as a path coefficient, that represents the effects of one

variable on another. Such inferences can be made for a recursive set
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of simultaneous equations from such survey data only when certain
simplifying assumptions are made: (1) that error terms or residuals
represent influences on the dependent variable not explicitly brought
into the model, (2) that these error terms are uncorrelated with one
another and with the Independent variables, and (3) that the inde-
pendent variables have been measured without error.9

How does a path coefficient demonstrate influence? Simon
develops a set of variables, representing influencers and influencees,
related through a system of equations.lo The system of equations is
the same as that found in a recursive model,ll which can be estimated
by means of linear regression. As will be discussed below, path
analysis under certain assumptions is the same as regression performed
on a recursive set of simultaneous equations. Thus the coefficients
estimated by this means are the measures of influence hypothesized to
flow from the exogenous (influencer) to the endogenous (influencee)
variables in the system of equations. These standardized regression
or path coefficients represent the amount of change A causes in B in
the theoretical model.

Agent influences are hypothesized to operate on an
individual's levels of political awareness, political trust, and future
activism. These hypotheses are derived from the theoretical framework

presented in Chapter I. The framework provides the substantive basis

for the asymmetry of the relationships and the meaning of the path

coefficients in the set of equations that describes the hypothesized
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asymmetrical relationships between agent influence variables and

political attitudes.

Sewall Wright developed path analysis

. + « primarily as a means of combining the quantitative
information given by a system of correlation coefficients
with such information as may be at hand with regard to the
causal relations, and thus of making quantitative an inter-
pretation which would otherwise be merely qualitative.12

By quantification, a gualitative hypothesis may be objectively

evaluated and adjusted if necessary.

In many cases a fairly adequate representation of the course

of nature can be obtained by viewing it as a coarse network in
which the 'events' of interest are the deviations in the values
of certain measurable quantities. A qualitative scheme depends
on observation of sequences and experimental intervention. It
is of interest to make such a scheme at least roughly quanti-
tative in the sense of evaluating the relative importance of
action along different paths. This was the primary purpose of
the method of path coefficients.13

Wright shows how, by the use of path analysis, least squares
estimates (standardized regression coefficients) may be deduced from
knowledge of the correlation coefficients.14 It is this particular
use of path analysis that Duncan expands into the field of sociology15
and that is used in the present study.

It should be noted that Wright actually was able to observe

changes over time in genetic experiments and in corn production-hog

i production relationships. Thus his path coefficients truly were
i
gquantitative measures of relative amounts of change. As was explained

tabove, in nonexperimental survey research using data from one point
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:in time, it is necessary to make simplifying assumptions about sources
1of error in order to infer that change has occurred. Furthermore,
causal relationships that may be reciprocal in reality are assumed to
occur over periods of time rather than instantaneously so that speci-
fic asymmetric relationships mey be examined.

Duncan reemphasizes Wright's finding that path coefficients
may be mathematically equivalent to standardized regression coeffi-
cients. If we can assume that all relationships are linear and
additive, that all residual terms are uncorrelated, and that each
dependent variable is linearly dependent on each preceding independent
variable,

. path analysis amounts to a sequence of conventional

regression analyses . . . . The path coefficients are then

nothing other_ than the 'beta coefficients' in a regression
setup . 16

An additional assumption required by regression analysis that
variables be measured at the interval level also is assumecl.l’7
Path analysis in its general form goes beyond regression
analysis in lending interpretation to causal systems. Land suggests
the following contributions of path analysis:
(1) The path diagram corresponds to the ". . . set of

structural equations . . representing the postulated causal and non-

causal relationships among the variables under consideration."18 In

 other words, the path diagram visually represents the coarse network
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of influences of certain zriables on the deviations in value of other
variables.

(2) The diegram may be used with Wright's algorithm to trace
compound paths between two variables.19 Such tracing is analogous to
the decomposition of correlation coefficients into all possible paths
between the variables correlated. Decomposition provides an analysis
of direct and indirect effects of the independent variable on the

20
dependent variable. As Stokes warns:
But the investigator may reach a surer understanding of the
basis of these expressions by deriving them from the structural
equations of his system. In some cases this may save him from
error in discerning Bhe compound paths linking two variates in
an intricate system. 1

(3) The inclusion of the residual term and path provides an
explicit interpretation for the coefficient of alienation, which is
the value of the residual path.

The residual path coefficient, then, represents +he proportion
of the standard deviation, and its square represents the pro-
portion of the variance, of the endogenous variable that is caused
by all (unmeasured) variables outside of the set under considera-
tion in the path model. <2
Thus path analysis allows one to assess completely the determination
of each endogenous variable, either from measured varisbles included

in the model or from unspecified variables inecluded in the residual

term.23
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In the present study the path estimates will be obtained from
the following structural equations describing the path diagram in
Figure 1.

X

1]
d
+

X P
5 = Py *PK, YR X B X PR (1)

X, = P X, + P X P63X3 + P X+ P X, *
P 2
orF (2)

Xg = PogXy * PooX, + PogXg + Po)X, + PpoXg +

Pre¥e * Prfy (3)
Solutions for P51, P52, P53, P54, P6l’ P62’ P63’ P64’ P65’ P71, P72,
Pogr Poyr Frgr 80d Fog
dependent variable, X5, Xg» or Xm, on its respective independent

are obtained by multiple regression of each

variables as shown in equations (1), (2), and (3). As stated above,

the path coefficients are the standardized regression coefficients or

Betas in the regression solution, since this is a recursive model.

Solutions for the residual paths, P, R , P, R , and P, R , are found
5uu’ 6vv W W

by taking the square root of the value 1 - RZ, R2 being the multiple

correlation coefficient squared.

An analysis of compound paths in the model for the present
study demonstrates how the agents of political socialization directly
and indirectly affect any one of the political orientations. Analysis
of compound paths in a multistage model is the terminology used by
Stokes.24 Expansion of correlation coefficients is the terminology

used by Duncan.25 In either case the equations are analogous to the
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I
|

%normal equations for solving for the slope b in regression theory.

l
|But, as Duncan suggests, equation (7) below best permits the researcher

26

to appreciate "the properties of the causal scheme."27 Analysis of
compound paths or expansion is obtained, therefore, by algebraically
menipulating the structural equation for the dependent variable con-
cerned.28 For example, the direct effects of family influence on
political trust and the indirect effects of family on political trust
through political awareness are obtained by multiplying the structural
equation for political trust, equation (2), with equation (1) substi-

tuted for Xs, by the family influence variable X; and taking

expectations.29
Xg = PeyXy * Poo¥y * Pog¥y + P X, + Peo(PXy *
PsgXp + PogXy * Psy¥y * Pouly) * Pefly (4)
Xp = PgaXy + PeXy + oo v B X+ PesPoyXy *

PosPsos * PesPsgfy * PesPsX, * FesPofy *

Pe Ry (5)

1t

B(X,X,) = P E(X X)) + P B(X,X) * P (X X,) +
Po E(X1X, ) + PysPeyB(X X)) + PegPooE(XXp) +
PysPsE(X,Ky) + PesPs,E(K X, ) + PygPys BRX,) +

PévE(Rle) (6)

Reproduced with permission of the copyright:owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionyyanwy.manaraa.com



40

T16 = Fo1 " PeaT12 * Festis T FesTis t Testsl

PosPsaTia * PestsaTiz * PesPsumiy *
P65P5ur1u * PeyT1y (7)

In the present study concern is focused on the direct effects
of the agents and their indirect effects through intervening variables
on a particular dependent variable. Hypotheses about such relation-
ships will be presented. Unexplained relationships between the exo-
genous agent influence variables have been designated in the path
=diagram.by curvilinear two-headed arrows. Though some indirect effects
are shown to flow through these arrows, for example, P65P52r12, these
indirect effects will not be formally analyzed. No theoretical basis
will be advanced for such relationships, and the direction of causa-
tion will not be specified. The existence of these particular indirect
effects, which should tend to be small, would suggest areas of interest
for future analysis. The indirect effects that will be formally
analyzed are those unidirectional effects flowing from agents to atti-
tudes within the path diagram. Thus, in this example, the effects to
be analyzed would be P61 and P65P51‘ The values for these two rela-

tionships would indicate respectively how much direct effect the

‘family has on an individual's level of political trust and how much
jindirect effect the family has on political trust because of its
influence also on the indivicdual's level of political awareness.

Since all possible paths of causation going in the same

direction toward the final dependent variable have been hypothesized,
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1

'there are no hypothesized zero paths by which the fit of the model can
ébe evaluated. Instead, the criterion for keeping paths in the model
will be the requirement that a path coefficient be statistically sig-
nificant at the .01 level. This level of significance is chosen
arbitrarily but would seem to be sufficiently rigorous to gi&e the
reader some confidence in the path coefficients calculated for each
model. This is especially true for the black student model, which

has a relatively small average n (190). The correlation matrices,

on which the path models are based, are calculated for different
sample and subsample sizes. Since the statistical significance of
correlation coefficients depends partly on sample size (that is, high
levels of statistical significance can be obtained for coefficients

of relatively small magnitude when the sample size is very large), the
.001 level of significance will be indicated for all tables based on
the whole sample (2,063) and the white subsample (1,825). The .05
level of significance will be indicated for the other correlation
matrices because of their smaller sample size (black subsample = 190,

low social status white subsample = 401).30

Definitions and Scaling of Variables
Conceptual and operational definitions of each variable used
in the model of political socialization are presented in this section.
Tests of reliability are applied to each scale or index developed.

These tests include coefficient alpha,31 item analysis,32 and princi-

t

?pal ccmponent factor analysis.33 For all scales or indices, "not
|
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rascertainable" or "don't know" responses are coded as missing data, but
|
these codes are not listed for the variables below. Pairwise deletion
of missing data is utilized in calculating the path coefficients and

correlation coefficients.34

Family Influence on Respondent's Politicization

This index indicates a social situation involving interaction
with people whose social role is the upbringing of children and the
integration of these children into the ways of society or of a sub-
culture. It focuses on integration into political society through
communication of messages with political content. Affection for the
family group is assumed to have a multiplicative effect on its ability
to politicize.

The choice of items for the index is based on findings in
small group research discussed earlier. From this perspective, the
existence of a small group consisting of mother, father, and respondent
is assumed. The subsequent possibility that the parents will influence
the respondent depends on how much communication occurs between all
three group members. Of particular interest in this study is the
amount of political subject matter in the communication and the
parents' political interest as perceived by the respondent. This
interest may be passed on to the respondent in the course of communi-
cation and either internalized or copied by the respondent in an effort
to retain acceptance in the group.35 The measure of perceived parents'

political interest is somewhat open to distortion by the respondent's
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possible projection of his own interest or disinterest on a parent
to whom he feels close or not close. Analysis proceeds with this
possibility in mind. Feeling close to one's family is assumed to be
a necessary condition for the family's influence to be accepted in
the same direction that it is exerted. For example, if a family
discourages political trust, then the individual who feels close to
this family will acquire political distrust.

The Family Influence Scale is constructed from the following
items:36

VAR176/VAR180. How close would you say
you are to your father/mother?

very close
pretty close

not very close
not close at all

O+ Mow
Htnnu

VAR177/VAR181. Would you say your father/
mother is very much interested in public
affairs and politics, somewhat interested,
or doesn't he/she pay much attention to it?

very much interested
somewhat interested
doesn't pay much attention
not interested at all

OH MW
non uwn

VAR141. Do you talk about public affairs and
politics with members of your family?

3 = yes, several times a week

2 = yes, few times a month

1 = yes, once or twice a year or
yes, NA how often

0 = no

An index of closeness to parents is formed by summing the scores of

responses to VAR176 and VAR180. An index of perceived parents'
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political interest is formed by summing the scores of responses to
VAR177 and VAR18l. Family political discussion is indicated by
reéponses to VAR14l. The Family Influence Scale is formed by multi-
plying the sum of perceived parents' political interest and family
political discussion scores by the closeness to parents score. The
scale has a range of 0 to 54. The results of the reliability tests
are displayed in Table 1. When the items are subjected to principal
component factor analysis, one dimension explaining 82.3 percent of

the variance among the items is found.

School Influence on Respondent's Politicization

The school 1s another social structure whose role partially is
to integrate individuals into the social system. This index focuses
on certain variables thought to be important in the integration of
individuals into the political system: (1) favorable attitudes toward
school, courses, teachers, and administrators, and (2) political
communication through courses with political content. The School
Influence Index is constructed from the following items:

VARC11/VARO12. Generally speaking, what kinds

of subjects have you liked best/least in the
last three years?

1 = like social science courses
0 = like other courses
-1 = dislike social science courses

VARO13. 1In general how have you felt about going
to school?

2 = liked it a lot
! 1 = liked it a fair amount
| 0 = haven't cared for it
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- ey

FAMILY INFLUENCE SCALE

_____—'————_—__—'—___-_——-——__——-————-——-————
Scale

i and Coefficient
Items Mean Variance Alpha

|1, Family influence 28,237 176.36 A

parents'
political
interest¥** 19.081 78.88

i

I

i s

g a. Perceived
i

]

1

b. Family
political
discussion¥¥ 9.161 32.39

Correlation Matrix for Item Analysis

1. Family influence

a. Perceived
parents'
political
interest .94 5%

b. Family
political
discussion .860% . 64L6%

¥Product-moment correlation coefficients, significant at
.001 level.

*¥Since the formula for the Family Influence Scale is (close to
parents) (perceived parents' pclitical interest + family political dis-
cussion), this may be manipulated to form two items that can be treated
additively: (close to parents) (perceived parents' political interest)
+ (close to parents) (family political discussion).

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionyaw\w.manaraa.com



46

VARO3l. Do you feel that you have ever been treated
unfairly by any teachers here at this school?

1

i no 1
f 0

yes

i VARO34. What about the principal, vice-prinecipal,
; counselors, and people like that. Do you feel that
you have ever been treated unfairly by any of them?

1
0

no
yes

}An index of social science course impact is formed by summing the three

gresponses to VAROLl and VARO12 and adding 3 to cancel any net negative

! scores. Social science responses include all history, government and

f ‘s . . . . |
~politics, and international relations courses, social problems, race .

37 |

Erelations, and democracy and economics courses. The School Influence%

2Index is formed by summing the scores of responses to each question

!

and has a range of O to 10. i

|
The results of the reliability tests are displayed in

Table 2, When the items are subjected to principal component factor

'analysis, two components explaining respectively 29.3 percent and 26.2 ’
éperceni of the variance among the items are found. This analysis is |
Edisplayed in Table 3. The two components are called Fair Treatment

éand Liking School and Courses in later discussions. The social science

gcourse impact index is combined additively with VARQOl3 response scores

1

éto form the liking school and social science course index. A fair 3
; 1

%treatment index is formed by summing the scores of responses to

'VARO3L and VARO34.

[ — e e e e e e
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TABLE 2

SCHOOL INFLUENCE INDEX

_

Index
and Coefficient
Items Mean Variance Alpha
1. School influence 6.268 1.504 .086
a. Like school 1.562 . 347

b. Fair treatment,
teachers .688 .215

c. Fair treatment,
administrators .904 .087

d. Like social
science courses 3.113 .726

Correlation Matrix for Item Analysis

1 a. b. C. d.
1. School influence

a. Like school .556%
b. Fair treatment,

teachers L432% . 076%
c. Fair treatment,

administrators . 304% .025 L141%
d. Like socisl

science courses L716% . 059 -.021 -.003

¥Product-moment correlation coefficients, significant at
.001 level.
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TABLE 3

E COMPONENT LOADINGS FOR SCHOOL INFLUENCE DIMENSIONS

i|

Liking School

Items Fair Treatment and Courses
Like school .238 .681
Like courses -.198 .769
Fair treatment,

teachers .750 .065
Fair treatment,
administrators .708 -.031

Peer Group Influence on Respondent's Politicization

Like the family and the school, peer groups provide socilal
interaction that sometimes possesses political content and therefore
may influence political attitudes. The term "peer group" is used in
the same way that Langton used it: a "face-to-face group of 'best
friends.‘"38 These groups exist informally within and outside the
school structure. Thus, in one sense, peer groups might be considered
an informal subsystem of the formal school structure. But even though
these groups may exist physically within the confines of the school
and help members to cope with the formal school structure, their mem-
bership is not restricted to students from the same school, and they
may independently influence members' political attitudes.

The scale includes items relevant to the informal groups to

which the respondent belongs and not to the formal school structure.
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f
;The items are:
VAR142. Second, how about with your friends

| outside of classes. Do you talk about politics?
How often would you say that is?

3 = yes, several times a week

2 = yes, a few times a month

1 = yes, once or twice a year or
NA how often

0 = no

VAR019. Thinking now about the people you go
around with most often, what kinds of things are
important to do in order to stay popular with
them?

1
0

political response
nonpolitical response

o

Politically oriented or related responses to VARO19 include
being student government leader, being interested in or taking part
in public affairs and community activities, being in school extra-
curricular activities such as clubs. Four responses are coded, and
all responses are summed to form a group standards score. The Peer
Groups Influence Scale is formed by summing the scores of responses to
each question and has a range of O to 7. The results of the relia-
bility tests are displayed in Table 4. When the items are subjected
to principal component factor analysis, one dimension explaining

50.3 percent of the variance among the items is found.

Mass Media Influence on Respondent's Politicization
Mass media influence depends partly on the respondent's
exposure to political content, the frequency of his exposure, and his

ability to independently determine exposure. Therefore, a measure of
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z TABLE 4

PEER GROUP INFLUENCE SCALE

e
e et ettt

Scale
and Coefficient
Items Mean Variance Alpha
1. Peer group influence 3.017 2.036 012
a. Political
discussion 1.806 1.126
b. Group standards 1.209 .898

Correlation Matrix for Item Analysis

1 a. b.
1. Peer group influence
a. Political
discussion . 748%
b. Group standards .668% .006

%¥Product-moment correlation coefficients, significant at
.001 level,
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media influence should tap (1) whether a person pays attention to
political content (news) as opposed to nonpolitical content in the
media, (2) how often a person exposes himself to such content, and
(3) evidence of motivation to use political content in the media.

The following items tap political content, amount of exposure, and
assumed motivation to seek out radio and television news information.

VAR128. We're also interested in finding out whether
students ordinarily pay much attention to current
events, public affairs, and politics. Take newspapers,
for instance. Do you read about public affairs and
politics in any newspaper? How often do you read news-
paper articles about public affairs and politics?

yes, almost daily

yes, two or three times a week
yes, three or four times a week or
yes, a few times a year or

yes, NA or DK frequency

0 = no

nounon

4
3
2

VAR130. How about radioc., Do you listen to any
programs about public affairs, politics, and the
news on the radio? How often do you listen to
them on radio?

4 = yes, almost daily

3 = yes, two or three times a week

2 = yes, three or four times a month or
yes, a few times a year or
yes, NA or DK frequency

0 = no

VAR131l. Are these mainly news broadcasts or do
you listen to other kinds of public affairs pro-
grams too?

2 = other kinds
; 1 = mainly news
; 0 = coded O in VAR130
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; VAR132. Do you usually listen with other members
; of your family or mostly by yourself?

3 = by myself
1l = with family
0 = coded O in VAR130

VAR133. If somebody else in your family weren't
listening, would you go ahead and listen anyway?

2
0

yes
no or coded O in VAR130

VAR134. How about television. Do you watch any

programs about public affairs, politics, and the

news on television? About how often do you watch
such programs?

yes, almost daily

yes, two or three times a week

yes, three or four times a month or
yes, a few times a year or

yes, NA or DK frequency

no

itonon

4
3
2

0

]

VAR135. Are these mainly news programs or do you
watch other kinds of public affairs programs too?

2 = other kinds
1l = mainly news
0 = coded O in VAR134

VAR136. Do you usually watch TV with other members
of your family, or mostly by yourself?

3 = by myself
1 = with fanily
O = coded O in VAR 134

VAR137. If somebody else in your family weren't
watching, would you go shead and watch TV anyway?

yes
no or coded O in VAR134

non

2
0
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VAR138. Finally, how about magazines. Do you read

! about public affairs and politics in any magazines?

| Are there any magazines that you read pretty regularly
‘ sbout public affairs and politics?

3 = yes, pretty regularly

2 = yes, but not very regularly or
yes, DK regularity

0 =no

For each "yes" response about exposure in VAR128, VAR138,
VAR130, and VAR134, a score of 1 is given. In these same variables
an additional score of 3, 2, or 1 is given for frequency of exposure.
Thus possible scores are 4, 3, 2, or O. Indices for radio and for
television public affairs or news attention are constructed by summing
respectively VAR130 + VAR131 and VAR134 + VAR135. Indices for radio
and for television efficacy (assumed motivation to seek and use) are
constructed by summing respectively VAR132 + VAR133 and VAR136 + VAR137.
The Mass Media Influence Index is formed by summing the scores of
each medium index or question response and has a range of 0 to 29.

The results of the reliability tests are displayed in Table 5.
When the items are subjected to principal component factor analysis,
three components explaining respectively 34.7 percent, 30.7 percent,
and 18.7 percent of the variance among the items are found. This
analysis is displayed in Table 6. The three components will be called
Radio, Television, and Print Media in later discussions. Radio is
formed by summing VAR130, VAR131l, VAR132, and VAR133. Television is
formed by summing VAR134, VAR135, VAR136, and VAR137. Print Media is

 formed by summing VAR128 and VAR138.
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TABLE 5

MASS MEDIA INFLUENCE INDEX

Index
and Coefficient
Items Mean Variance Alpha
1. Mass media influence 16.549 30.678 .593
a. Newspaper 2.937 1.872
b. Magazine 1.883 1.898
¢. Radio 3.219 5.572
d. Radio
efficacy 1.958 2.067
e, Television 4.109 2.933

f. Television
efficacy 2.470 1.180
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TABLE 5--Continued

1. Mass media
influence

a. Newspaper .430%
b. Magazine <433% . 302%
c¢. Radio J715%  -,027  .066%

d. Radio
efficacy L706% -,020 .Q70% .938%

e. Television .H610% L220%  122%  ,003% ,078%

f. Television
efficacy « 549% JLR41% L 144%  ,029 042 JTT4L%

¥Product-moment correlation coefficients, significant at .00l
level.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionyww.manaraa.com



56

TABLE 6

COMPONENT LOADINGS FOR MASS MEDIA INFLUENCE DIMENSIONS

Items Radio Television Print Media
Newspaper -.070 222 755
Magazine .086 -.016 843
Radio .983 .034 .008
Radio efficacy .982 .032 .015
Television .062 .930 .103
Television

efficacy . 004 .933 .106

Political Awareness

Political awareness is defined as psychological involvement in
politics and public affairs, interest, concern, knowledge, and ability
to express opinions.39 The items include:

VAR206. Some people seem to think about what's going
on in government and public affairs most of the time,
whether there's an election going on or not. Others
aren't that interested. Would you say you follow what's
going on in govermment and public affairs . . . . ?

most of the time
some of the time
only now and then
hardly at all

OB MW
It n i

VAR200. Now I'm going to read you a statement which
contains two different ideas. If you aren't very inter-
ested in either of the ideas, we will go on to the next
question. Some people think it is all right for the
public schools to start each day with a prayer. Others
feel that religion does not belong in the public schools
but should be taken care of by the family and the church.
Have you been interested enough in this to favor one side
over the other? Which do you think?
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1
0

having an opinion
no opinion

5 VAR201. Some people say that the govermment in Washington
should see to it that white and Negro children are allowed
to go to the same schools. Others claim that this is not
the government's business. Have you been concerned
enough about this question to favor one side over the
other? What do you think?

1 = having an opinion
0 = no opinion

VAR204. Some people say that the United States should
get out of the United Nations because it's not doing us
or the world any good. Others claim that we should stay
in the United Nations because it is helpful to us and

the world in general. Have you been interested enough in
this to favor one side over the other? What do you think?

1
0

having an opinion
no opinion

i n

VAR221. Now I'd like to ask you a few questions that you
may or may not be able to answer. We don't expect people
to know all the answers. About how many years does a
U.S. Senator serve?

1
0]

correct answer
incorrect answer

VAR223. Do you happen to know about how many members
there are on the United States Supreme Court? How

many?

1 = correct answer

0 = incorrect answer
VAR22/. Who is the governor of (name of this state)
now?

1l = correct answer

0 = incorrect answer

|
§The Political Awareness Index is formed by summing the scores of each
i

item and has a range of O to 9.

!
i
i
!
!
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The results of the reliability tests are displayed in Table 7.
. When the items are subjected to principal component factor analysis,
two components explaining respectively 24.5 percent and 17.7 percent
of the variance among the items are found. This analysis is displayed
in Table 8. The political interest item loads moderately on both
components. The two components will be called Knowledge and Opinion.
Knowledge is formed by summing the variables that load on that com-
ponent, VAR221, VAR223, and VAR224. These are all political knowledge
items. Opinion is formed in the same way by summing VAR200, VAR201,

and VAR204, the items asking the respondents to give opinions on

certain political issues.

TABLE 8

COMPONENT LOADINGS FOR POLITICAL
AWARENESS DIMENSIONS

Items Knowledge Opinion
Political interest 472 . 391
U.S. Senate term 712 -.061
S.C. Justices .718 -.071
Governor . 501 172
School prayer -.126 .719
School desegregation .019 .596
U.N. 224 .576
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Political Trust
| Stokes has defined political trust as a "basic evaluation of
government."4o Finifter finds in the Almond and Verba Five-Nation
Study data a dimension of attitudes, "perceived political normless-
ness," that she suggests is related to the concept of political
cynicism.41 The items loading on this dimension deal with one's
expectations of fair treatment by public officials, prudence of
political parties, influence of groups on how government is run,
reliability and trustworthiness of public officials.

In other words, the concept political trust involves the
following: (1) perceptions of community political norms, (2) per-
ceptions of whether govermment and government officials live up to
these standards about how well government should do its jobs,

(3) having confidence in govermment and government officials as a
result of this judgment, and (4) basically liking government and
government officials.

The measure of political trust is formed from the same items
that comprise the political cynicism scale of the Jennings data set.
The scoring is reversed so that low cynicism scores are the same as
high trust scores. The items are:

VAR156. Do you think that quite a few of the people
running the govermment are a little crooked, not

very many sre, or do you think hardly any of them
are?
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VAR157. Do you think that people in the government
waste a lot of the money we pay in taxes, waste some
of it, or don't waste very much of it?

2 = not much
1l = some
0 = a lot

VAR158. How much of the time do you think you can
trust the government in Washington to do what is right,
just about always, most of the time, or only some of

the time?
2 = about always
1 = most of the time
0 = some of the time

VAR159. Do you feel that almost all of the people
running the government are smart people who usually

i know what they are doing, or do you think that quite
a few of them don't seem to know what they are doing?

1
0

know what they're doing
other, depends, both or don't
know what they're doing

non

VAR160. Would you say the government is pretty much
run by a few big interests looking out for themselves
or that it is run for the benefit of all the people?

1
0

for benefit of all
other, depends, both or few big interests

1 ]

The Political Trust Scale is formed by summing the scores of responses
to each question and has a range of C to 8. The results of the
reliability tests are displayed in Table 9. When the items are sub-
jected to principal component factor analysis, one dimension explaining

40.3 percent of the variance among the items is found.

Future Activism

Future activism is the respondent's estimation of how active

he may be in politics and public affairs when he reaches legal

[
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l
i adulthood. Estimation of future activism is indicated by responses to

the question:

VAR211., Looking ahead to the time when you are on
your own, what about actual participation in public
affairs and politics. Do you think you will be very
active, somewhat active, or not very active in these

matters?
2 = very active
1 = somewhat active
0 = not very active

An attempt was made to construct a future activism scale using
VAR211 and another item asking the respondent his concept of a good
citizen. This is the same variable used by Langton and Jennings to
indicate whether a student has an active participation or passive
2

loyal orientation toward politics.4 Preliminary analysis was per-
formed using this variable as an indicator of predispositions toward
various modes of participation.43 Responses were coded as follows
(only the first responses were coded ):

VAR119. People have different ideas about what

being a good citizen means. We're interested in

what you think. Tell me how you would describe a

good citizen in this country--that is, what things

about a person are most important in showing that
he is a good citizen.

3 = very active: taking part, being active,
exercising leadership, trying
to improve country or govern-
ment, active in community
affairs, working to better the
community, participating in

school affairs, PTA, ete.

N
I

active: voting, informed voting, other
references to activity
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1l = traditional: indications of support for
i country, loyalty, respect,
i serving country, obeying laws,
paying taxes
O = nonpolitical: references to interpersonal and

social behavior--helping, tolerant—
moral, ethical, religious, other
personal attributes--good worker,
independent
An active dimension would include 3 and 2; a passive dimension would
include 1; O would be nonpolitical. It was thought that concept of
good citizen would be related to future activism, but the correlation
was very low (r = .059, significant at .005 level).
! Apparently, an individual's estimation of how active he
actually will be does not have much relationship to his conception of
an ideal citizen. This accords with Milbrath's findings of higher
mean scores for what people think they should do compared to what
people say they actually do. For Milbrath's adult respondents, at
least, some relationships were found between real and ideal behavior
reports (» = .40 to .60).44 But for pre-adults the relationship
evidently has not begun to develop. Therefore, a decision was made
to proceed using only the item asking for an estimation of one's
future activity (VAR211).
Future Activism has a range of O to 2. No tests of reliability
may be performed on this variable. Therefore, the variable is vali-
dated by examining its relationship to other variables found to

icorrelate positively with political participation scales. Two such

validating scales are available in the Jennings data set, political
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efficacy and ego strength (B scale).

Political efficacy is defined as a sense that individual
political action can have impact on the political process.45 Political
efficacy has been found to be related positively to political parti-
cipation, particularly voting, and to what Milbrath calls spectator
activities.46 Thus, it is hypothesized that political efficacy will
be positively related to future activism. With only two items from
the original political efficacy scale provided in the Jennings data
set scale, those students who are more politically efficacious tend
to say they will be more politically active in the future (r = .149,
significant at .001 level).

The ego strength scale used in the present study contains
items about holding one's own in arguments, having strong opinions,
and resisting mind-changing arguments. It appears to pertain to
personal effectiveness in social situations. Since decisions about
what one thinks have to be made before effective action can be taken,
this kind of ego strength should be related to future activism. Such
a relationship is found; the more ego strength these students have,
the more likely they are to say they will be politically active in

the future (r = ,172, significant at .00l level).
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iof a scale. Each half represents a different measure of the same ’
concept. Reliability concerns the amount of correlation between the
different measures. For a full discussion of reliability in terms of
equivalence, see Claire Selltiz, Marie Jahoda, Morton Deutsch, and
Stuart W. Cook, Research Mg;hods ig'Social Relations (rev. ed.; New
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1959), pp. 172-76. They
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i

1
Alphak = X sum s2 5
. -1 1- X3 , where k = number of items, s =
| Xi
SZ
Ly
variance of each item, and 52 = variance of sum of k items or vari-

Xy
ance of total index score. Following Di Palma, a minimum reliability
coefficient of .70 is chosen to indicate the presence of a scale.
See Giuseppe Di Palma, Apathy and Participation (New York: The Free
Press, 1970), p. 218.

i
g 32Ttem analysis is another way of evaluating internal |
iconsistency of summated scales. See Karl Schuessler, Analyzing Social
.Data (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1971), pp. 325-26.

{ 33Though the item analysis yielded all scale-item correlations
istatistically significant at the .00l level, some of the inter-item
icorrelations for some of the scales were very low and statistically
insignificant. Thus the items for each scale were subjected to prin-
icipal component factor analysis to determine the dimensionality of the
iscale. The criterion for determining whether a dimension exists or
ishould be retained for rotation is a requirement that the eigenvalue
‘of the dimension be 1.0 or more. If all the items loaded on one dimen- :
%sion only, then the group of items was considered to represent a |
‘unidimensional scale. If the items loaded on more than one dimension,
then the items loading on each of these dimensions were then summed to
form subindices for use in the analysis of agent characteristics.
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‘Journal of Political Science, 14 (August, 1970), 504. -
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EQuarterlz, 25 (Spring, 1961), 57-78.

|
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questions; they are scored, therefore, not close at all or not inter-
ested at all.

37Jennings and Niemi suggest that history courses may have
effects on students' reported increases in political interest. See
M. Kent Jennings and Richard G. Niemi, "Patterns of Political Learning,"
Harvard Educational Review, 38 (Summer, 1968), 448, footnote 7. ;
‘Bince social and economic problems courses may also raise political '
interest, all of these kinds of social science courses were added to
the civics courses used in Kenneth P. Langton and Jennings' study
T e ported in Kenneth P. Langton, Political Socialization (New York:
‘Oxford University Press, 1969), pp. 84-119.

| 38

Langton, Political Socialization, p. 124.

i 39This definition includes Milbrath's definition of

ipsychological involvement, as well as having knowledge and opinions. :
‘See Lester W. Milbrath, Political Participation (Chicago: Rand McNallyg
‘& Company, 1965), p. 50. ;
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4Oponald E. Stokes, "Popular Evaluations of Government: An ;
‘Empirical Assessment," in Ethics and Bigness, ed. by H., Cleveland and
;H. D. Lasswell (New York: Conference on ocience, Philosophy and i
‘Religion in Their Relation to the Democratic Way of Life, Inc., 1962; |
' distributed by Harper and Brothers), pp. 61-72. |

“lpga W. Finifter, "Dimensions of Political Alienation,"
American Political Science Review, 64 (June, 1970), 389-410.

42See Langton, Political Socialization, pp. 95, 109-10.

430n the conceptual difference between modes and extent of
participation, see Sidney Verba, Norman H. Nie, and Jae-on Kim, The =
Modes of Democratic Participation: A Cross-National Comparison
{Beverly Mills: oSage Publicaktions, 1971).

| bh1ester W. Milbrath, "The Nature of Political Beliefs and
'the Relationships of the Individual to the Government," American
ﬁBehavioral Scientist, 12 (November-December, 1968), 31-33.

; 45Angus Campbell, Gerald Gurin, and Warren E. Miller, The Voter
Decides (Evanston, I1l.: Row, Peterson, and Company, 1954), p. 187.

46Ibid., p. 190; see also Milbrath, Political Participation,
pp. 56-57.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionya\w.manaraa.com



CHAPTER III

THE RELATIVE EFFECTS OF THE FAMILY, SCHOOL, PEER GROUPS,

AND MASS MEDIA ON POLITICAL AWARENESS

To what extent do the agents of political socialization
influence an individual's acquisition of pelitical awareness? What
are the processes of influence? The conceptual framework developed
‘in Chapter I suggests that an individual's social environments provide
iinformation and influence that affect the development of this attitude. !
iEvidence from past studies substantiates hypotheses that the family, |
the school, peer groups, and the mass media do influence the acquisi-
tion of the components of political awareness. This evidence is
presented below and is followed by the path analysis demonstrating
the direct effects of the various agents relative to one another and
to other unspecified influences. The processes of influence operating
in these politicized environments are inferred from relationships

%between agent characteristics and political awareness.

Hypotheses

:Family and Political Awareness

i

The family has been called a major if not the major influence

§on various aspects of children's politicization.1 In the United
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' States the family has been found to be a transmitter of political
éinterest. Hess and Torney, using data from a predominantly white urban;
ésample, find that the family is an important transmitter of political
interest; children in father-dominant families tend to have higher

political interest than children in mother-dominant families.;2 Langton,

!using the Jennings data analyzed in the present study and also a sam-

{
ple of Jamaican secondary school students, finds little impact of

family structure on female students' political interest but consi-

derable impact on male students' political in‘terest.3 Milbrath finds

' that exposure to political stimuli in general increases political
;;interest.4 A politicized family group, regardless of dominance struc-
lture, is likely to discuss politics and thus provide a political
stimulus for its members' political interest, knowledge, and ability

to express opinions. Family politicization is hypothesized, therefore,

to influence directly and positively an individual's political aware-

jness.

. School and Political Awareness

% Hirsch finds that Appalachian students, ranking agents of

|

. politicization as sources of information about state, national, and

I

iinternational affairs, rank the school second after the mass media

,and above parents and peers.5 Students taking civics courses are more !
?likely to rank the school higher as a source of information and to |
have greater political interest and knowledge.6 Langton and Jennings

find a small positive relationship between teking civies courses and
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r

7
having political interest and political knowledge. If one function
!

‘of public school education is to teach students the prerequisites of

democratic citizenship, then liking school and social science courses

and receiving fair treatment from school authorities should make an
;individual more receptive to the school's influence on his acquisition
}of the prerequisites of political interest, knowledge, and ability to

fexpress opinions. Thus, the school is hypothesized to influence

|

!directly and positively an individusl's political awareness.
iPeer Groups and Political Awareness

| Hyman reports from an unpublished 1952 study that
"peer-oriented" students are less interested in politics than

8 Remmers and Radler, also writing in the

"parent-oriented" students.
1950's, find peer groups to have more influence on one's nonpolitical
ideas and actions and parents to have more influence on one's political
ideas and actions.9 The measure of peer group influence used in the
present study is based on political relevancy of contact, however, so
whatever influence on political awareness exists should be tapped.

Thus politicized peer groups are hypothesized to influence directly

and positively an individual's political awareness.

Mass Media and Political Awareness
| The short-term effects of campaigns waged through the mass
.media have been the object of considerable study. Particularly, in

' the political area, studies of Presidential campaigns have been made
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in order to determine the effects of the mass media on voting

10 Lazarsfeld, Berelson, and Gaudet and Berelson, Lazarsfeld;

édecisions.
%and McPhee find that exposure to media tends to be cumulative; that is,é
people who use one medium tend to use others as well.ll They find
that increased exposure leads to increased interest in a political
campaign. - This finding is based on an analysis of panel survey data

that maps an initial level of political interest and then finds

subsequent increases or decreases in political interest depending on

§whether media exposure continues throughout the campaign or not.12
?Chaffee, Tipton, and Ward more recently report supporting evidence for !
ithese findings in their panel study of junior and senior high school
students.13 They find that students attribute most influence to mass
media rather than to parents, teachers, or friends, in providing
information and in influencing opinion formation. They also find that
increased public affairs media exposure during the campaign leads to

14

iincreased political knowledge after the campaign.

Even in campaigns, which occur over relatively short periocds

'of time, the Lazarsfeld-Berelson studies find what they call an

activation process occurring.15 Activation, in the case of political

fcampaigns, is a process through which undecided voters' latent pre-

idispositions toward the Democratic or the Republican parties are

1
;transformed into manifest votes.16 The concept also has a general ;
| |
f i
‘applicability.l7 Activation generally is the process through which ,

‘information from the media arouses interest, which is already grounded
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18

“in a latent political predisposition. Increased interest leads to

tincreased exposure, which in turn leads to more information gathering
I

i

and even greater interest.19

In the present study, this suggests
that while an individual may be predisposed by social status or race
to be politically aware, the media activate this awareness, thereby
increasing it.

While the activation process is one of circular relationship

or reciprocal influence,ZO it is reasonable to assume that this process

may occur over periods of time rather than instantaneously. As noted

i
1

iin Chapter II, this assumption makes it possible to examine the

1

effects of the media over time on an individual's political awareness.
As the Langs suggest, the mass media should have long-term effects i
since news reports bring information about political activity every
day, not just campaign activity at election time.21 Thus the mass

media are hypothesized to influence directly and positively an indi-

vidual's political awareness.

'Relative Effects of the Agents

Hypotheses concerning the relative importance of the different

agents are based on the findings of Hirsch and of Hollander and on the

1
v

iconceptual framework. Socially transmitted information provides a .
i
%basis for social interaction and influence. This information is sent

4,22

|
B |
i R . . . R |
by various sources with certain meanings encoded and is decoded by the |
e aa e . . ?
individual who receives 1 ,
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Milbrath explains why information and its sources should be
important in the formation of attitudes, values, and belief‘s.23
People receive information directly through their senses and from other
people or social institutions. Socially transmitted information in-
creases in credibility and is more likely to be integrated into one's
cognitive structure (1) as the authoritativeness of the source in-
creases, (2) as the unanimity of the beliefs of people around an
individual increases, and (3) as the desire for information to be

true increases.24 The agents of political socialization considered in
the present study, to the extent that they represent group or insti-
tutional structures, should vary in degrees of authoritativeness,
unanimity, and transmitted norms about truth. Thus, as sources of
information, they should exert different levels of influence on poli-
tical awareness,

Dawson and Prewitt suggest that in a highly differentiated
social and political system, which the United States is, social
institutions should be relatively influential if families and peer
groups are ineffective socializing agencies.25 If effectiveness
depends largely on transmission of authoritative political information,
then the findings of Hirsch and Hollander, presented below, suggest
that families and peer groups will be less effective sources of

influence than the mass media or schools.

Hirsch finds that his Appalachian sample of students,

controlled for age, ranks the mass media first as sources of
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finformation about national and international affairs. The school, the

26 Hollander

ifamily, and friends follow the mass media in importance.
%finds that high school seniors in two schools in the state of Washing-
ton generally rank these agencies as sources of information about war
in general and the war in Vietnam specifically as follows: mass media,
schools, family, friends.’g'7 The rankings of these agents as sources
of information on a very diffuse concept, public affairs, and on a
specific political object, war, by two very different types of samples
are strikingly similar. This strongly suggests that source of infor-
imation is a basic variable to consider when attempting to assess
influence of agents on political awareness. As Hollander says:

Many studies have begun at the level of an assumption of a

relationship between a source and political orientations. The

research then examined the extent of the relationship. .

No study has begun with an attempt to look for the relevan 8

sources of socialization before orientation relationships.

The Jennings data set does not include specific items asking

,the respondents to rank the importance of agents as sources of infor-

mation. The present study has proceeded, therefore, on the assumption

| that political discussions, social science courses, and media news
i
iprovide information in combination with influence. Hypotheses, rather

ithan assumptions, based on theoretical reasoning link these possible

§sources of information to orientations toward a diffuse political

iobject, the political process. The Hollander and Hirsch findings sug-
‘gest that if importance of agents as sources of information influences

-orientation, then the mass media, school, family, and peer groups, in |
— s — P 1
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that order, should influence the acquisition of political awareness.
fThus the mass media are hypothesized to have the greatest positive
édirect effects on an individual's political awareness, followed by

!the school, family, and peer groups, in that order.

% The Relative Direct Effects of the Agents
; on Political Awareness

: The path analysis displayed in Figure 3 demonstrates that
!
ieach agent exerts a direct positive influence, as hypothesized, on an

Eindividual's political awareness. The path analysis is based on the
|

;zero-order correlation matrix displayed in Table 10.
The mass media exert the greatest direct influence on an

individual's political awareness. They are followed by the school,

1
l

peer groups, and the family. The rankings of the agents (1) as sources
of information, based on findings in other studies, and (2) as influ-
ences on political awareness are brought together in Table 11 to

provide strong evidence that source of information may be an impor-

Etant determinent of influence. With one exception, the ranking of
ipeer groups above family in direct influence, the rankings are exactly
Ecomparable. The mass media are important sources of information for
Zthe most people and exert the strongest influence on an individual's
:political awareness. The school is second in importance as a source

éof information and exerts the second greatest amount of influence on

‘political awareness. The family is third in importance as a source

‘of information but drops to fourth place in terms of direct influence
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Figure 3. Path Diagram Showing Relative Effects of
Agents of Political Socialization on
Political Awareness
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‘on political awareness. Peer groups (friends) are fourth in importance?
gas sources of information but rise to third place in terms of direct
iinfluence on political awareness. Even though the family has less
iinfluence than the peer groups for this sample, the sizes of the paths
%from family and from peer groups are very close in magnitude. The
Eimportant finding is that the mass media and the school are more
%influential than an individual's primary groups in encouraging poli-

i

;tical awareness.
; The Indirect Effects of the Agents and
: Suggestions for Future Research

The inter-agent correlations displayed in Figure 3 suggest
that there are relationships between the various agents within an
lindividual's general politicized social environment. It is under-
standable that most of the agents are related to one another, since
they are all social structures existing in or transmitting information
ito specific home, neighborhood, or area locations. Indirect effects

‘exerted through this network are small in comparison to the direct

effects, but thelr existence does suggest that future research might

iprofit from examining the operation of the network.

As can be seen in Figure 3, if each agent's indirect effects

i

|
|
are considered as a proportion of its total effects (direct and i

éindirect effects), the family's indirect effects are greater than |
| i
|

athose of the other agents. Dawson and Prewitt suggest thet ".

the family generally stands out as the most important agent determining!

- o e e ——— ]
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fthe extent . . . of political learning."29 However, the findings in
ithis chapter suggest an amendment to this proposition. By the time i
| their children reach the end of high school education, families exert
the weakest direct effects on acquisition of political awareness. But
'the family appears to have a reservoir of indirect effects. Since the
| family is the first agent with which children come into contact, the
family sets the tone for contact with other politicized environments.
To the extent that family groups decide where to send their children
'to school and influence school policy, influence their own children's
' friends, and determine the availability and use of the mass media in
‘the home, they may partially determine the effects of the other agents
who raise or lower the general politicization of their offsprings'
environments.

The relationship between the school and the media influence

indices might be explained by reasoning that the more students like

;school and social science courses, the more they pay attention to

]
|the media. Responses to a question asking the students whether cer-

%tain courses required them to pay attention to current events provides
%a way to begin exploring this relationship in future research.30

; Peer groups exert indirect influence through their positive i
%relationships to family and mass media influences. It is interesting |

;to note that both primary groups, family and peer groups, exert in-
'fluence through positive relationships to mass media influence. As

will be seen in the next section of this chapter, they also exert
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influence mainly through political discussion. This may be a
manifestation of multisource influence rather than of "two-step flow
of information.“31 The strong direct path from mass media infliuence
to political awareness demonstrates that respondents are to a large
degree using mass media independently. Connell notes that many of
the Australian children he interviewed seemed to watch television,
learn about political figures and situations there, and then talk to
their parents and friends about these political topics.32 Thus
people appear to use the mass media independently and then discuss
news content with other people, with consequent increases in political
awareness influenced by several sources.

Furthermore, considering the direct effects of the mass media
vis a vis their indirect effects through possible opinion leaders, it
should be noted that if opinion leadership explained the effects of
the media, then very slight if any direct effects of the media should
be found. In other words, the more an individual's political aware-
ness is influenced by information from family and peer opinion leaders,
the less he should have to go to the media for information, and, there-
fore, the less direct effect the media should have on political aware-
ness. It may be that opinion leaders are just that, influencing the
content and direction of opinions on specific issues. But when the
diffuse political process is the object of an orientation, the mass
media may exert greater effects directly on a general orientation such
as political awareness. Future research might attempt to sort out

the relative effects of the mass media and opinion leaders on specific
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opinions and general orientations.
Agent Characteristics and Their Influences
on Political Awareness

To the extent that the family, school, peer groups, and mass
media transmit politically relevant information, how do they influence
an individual to acquire political awareness? An examination of the
relationships between the characteristies of each agent influence
variable and political awareness will provide possible answers to this
question. The relationships are displayed in Table 12.

As expected, closeness to parents is not significantly related
to political awareness, Closeness to parents is assumed only to act
with a multiplier effect on the parents' ability to influence the
respondent's political awareness. Closeness to one's parents indi-
cates the extent to which any information they transmit may be con-
sidered authoritative. The correlations of perceived parents' political
interest and family political discussion with the respondent's politi-
cal awareness suggest that the group process is indeed exerting some
influence. In the process of discussion, the norm of being interested
in politics is apparently transmitted, along with political knowledge
and occasions for expressing political opinions.

The group theory approach to operationalization of the family
influence scale has incorporated two exploratory avenues suggested by
Jennings and Niemi: the possible effects of student perceptions of
parents' political interest and, more generally, existence of politi-

cized f‘amilies.33 Jennings and Niemi's methods of analysis are not
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RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN AGENT INFLUENCE CHARACTERISTICS

I

! TABLE 12

|

l

| AND POLITICAL AWARENESS

Agent Influence Political
Characteristics Awareness
Family
Closeness to parents .057
Perceived parents'
political interest .167%
Family political discussion .318%
School
Liking school and courses .293%
Fair treatment -.040

Peer Groups

Peer group standards .003

Peer group disgussion . 300%
Mass Media

Television .210%

Radio .097%

Print media . 389%

¥Product-moment correlation coefficients, significant at .00l
level. The use of the product-moment correlation coefficient maintains
continuity between this part of the analysis and the path analysis. An
assumption of interval-level measurement, which is required for this
statistic, is made for each of the variebles., The ranges of the
variables vary from O to 2 to 0 to 11.
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directly comparable to those used in the present study, but their
statement about finding no consistent relationships between student-
parent political conversations and "general political interest among
parents and students"34 can be taken as a starting point. The present
findings suggest that if parents not only discuss politics with their
children but also are perceived as being interested in politics, the
family does provide a politicized social environment that affects an
individual's political awareness independently of the mass media,
schools, and peer groups. Furthermore, the closer an individual feels
to this politicized family group, the more influence the family exerts
on the individual's political awareness.

The peer group is comparable to the family group in that peer
group political discussions also provide a channel through which
friends may influence an individual's political awareness. Group
norms as measured in this study evidently do not require these high
school seniors to have political awareness., Political awareness
apparently is influenced by informaticn and the way it is passed
through discussions with friends. These political discussions may
alert an individual to the necessity for being politically aware if
he wishes to retain his group membership.

The school offers an interesting contrast to the two informal
primary groups discussed so far. The school is a formal community
institution. It is legally constituted, and students are required by

law to attend until they reach a certain age. The teachers and other

school staff are political authorities within the school structure.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionyz\w\w.manaraa.com



91

Course offerings are usually considered to be authoritative bodies of
knowledge. Thus, for these reasons alone, the school should be an
authoritative source of information. However, likigg school and the
social science curriculum add considerable weight to the school's
authoritativeness, as can be seen in the following discussion.

While Langton and Jennings used different measures and
methods, they did report a partial beta coefficient, somewhat compara-
ble to a path coefficient, of .11 for the relationship between taking
civic courses and political knowledge.35 Thus, the finding in the
present study of a correlation of .293 between liking school and
courses and political awareness points to the importance of a variable
called for by group theory, affection for the group. Liking school
and courses evidently encourages the student to receive political
information and to develop political interest, which is supposed to
be a norm of good citizenship transmitted by the school., It is rea-
sonable to think that feir treatment by school authorities would also
lead one to like school and thus contribute to the school's influence
on political awareness. But fair treatment is not related to politi-
cal awareness. In fact, fair treatment appears to have a negative
impact on political awareness. Future research should attempt to
explain this negative relationship.

Among the mass media, the print media have the strongest
influence on an individual's political awareness. They are followed

by television and then radio. Though television and radio are more

accessible in the general population,36 the print media have the
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greatest influence. Of the 94 percent of these students reporting

that they follow public affairs in two or more media,37 about 46
percent say they get most information from television, 40 percent say
from the print media, and 12 percent say from radioc. According to

the source-of-information hypothesis, discussed earlier in this chap-
ter, therefore, television as the source of information for the most
people should have the greatest influence on political awareness. But
the print media have the greatest impact. This suggests an amendment
to the hypothesis, When broad categories of sources, such as mass
media, school courses, and discussions are being considered, each type
of source is sufficiently different from the others to permit discrimi-
nation among the source influences. Within a category such as mass
communications, however, different kinds of media provide very differ-
ent kinds of content. Even though television news may be more credi-
ble38 and easier to use, the print media provide the most comprehensive
information per unit of time spent in exposure. Therefore, the mass
media in comparison to the other agents are most influential because
they are the source of political information for the most people. But
within the mass medium category, the print media are most influential,
not because they are the most used source of information but because

they provide the most comprehensive information.

Summary
The effects of all four agents account for about 19 percent

of the variance of political awareness. According to one assumption
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underlying the path analysis, the rest of the variance is explained by
unspecified variables not in the model, represented by the residual
term. Following the implications of defining political socialization
as a process of acquiring political orientations, the question then
arises about the sources of the remaining 81 percent of the variance
of political awareness. Might political awareness be influenced by
contact with political officials or impact of government programs?
Measures of these influences should be included in future models of
political socialization.

Among the four agents, the mass media exert the greatest
direct influences on an individual's acquisition of political aware-
ness. The mass media are followed in importance by the school, peer
groups, and the family. Though the family was hypothesized to be more
influential than peer groups because the family has been found to be
a more important source of polifical information for more people, the
differences in magnitude for their path coefficients are very small.
The important finding is that, as Dawson and Prewitt suggest for highly
differentiated social and political systems, social institutions may
be more important agents of political socialization than primary
groups. This appears to be the case for the United States as far as
pre-adults are concerned. Moreover, it appears that social institu-
tions are important because they are the sources of most peoples'
information about the political system.

While the family is found to be the least important agent in

terms of direct influence on acquisition of political awareness, there
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is some evidence that the family may remain a very influential basis
for the whole politicization process. Of all the agents, the family
exerts the greatest proportion of indirect effects through its
relationships to the other agents. If longitudinal data about agent
influences were available, the family might be found to partially
determine whether the other agents exert their influences.

Changing from a historical to a present-time approach, the
network of indirect influences also suggests that something might be
learned from future research into the process of influence operating
in this network. The most important process of influence within the
primary groups, family and peers, is political discussion. Discussion
apparently provides a channel for transmitting information about the
political system. But there are unexplained relationships between
the primary group influence scales and the mass media influence index.
If the primary groups are acting partially as opinion leaders, parti-
cular attention should be paid to determining the relative effects of
the mass media and these primary groups on specific opinions as
opposed to general political orientations.

Among the mass media, the print media have the greatest
influence on political awareness, followed by television and then
radio. The print media are only second in importance as sources of
information, however, thus suggesﬁing an amendment to the source-of-
information hypothesis. A source may be influential not only because

it is an important source for most people in the population but also

because of the comprehensiveness of its content.
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_ CHAPTER IV

i THE RELATIVE EFFECTS OF THE FAMILY, SCHOOL, PEER
GROUPS, AND MASS MEDIA ON POLITICAL TRUST:
DIRECT EFFECTS AND INDIRECT EFFECTS

THROUGH POLITICAL AWARENESS

To what extent do the agents of political socialization

influence an individual's acquisition of political trust? Does politi-
écal awareness contribute to the acquisition of political trust? What
iare the processes of this influence? The conceptual framework pre-
sented in Chapter I suggests that an individual's politicized social
environments provide information and influence that may affect the

acquisition and direction of this basic evaluation of the political

system. These environments also provide information that has been |

found in Chapter III to influence the acquisition of political aware-
;ness, which may subsequently influence the acquisition and direction
?of political trust. Path analysis will demonstrate the agents' direct !

ieffects and their indirect effects through political awareness. The
!

;processes of influence will be explored further through inferences

éfrom relationships between agent characteristics and political trust.

!
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Hypotheses
Family and Political Trust
i Easton and Hess find that by age seven children tend to be
iattached firmly to their political community,l and to have high regard
éfor the President.2 They suggest that the family may be important in

]
itransmitting these affective bases for political trust.3 Jaros,

%Hirsch, and Fleron, on the other hand, in comparing their data to the

;Jennings data, find their sample of Appalachian children to have much
glower levels of political trust.4 They, too, suggest that the parents
gmay influence their children's lower political trust, since the adults
lin the region are noted for their less supportive views of American
lpolitical institutions.

i

| Jennings and Niemi find a slight positive correspondence

between parents' and high school students' levels of political cynicism

When this relationship is controlled for various indicators of family

époliticization and affectivity, the relationship is strengthened for

[
‘the most politicized parents.6 Since the measure of family influence

Ein the present study is constructed from several of the indicators

|

lused as controls by Jemnings and Niemi--closeness to parents, politi-
gcal discussions, and perceived parents' political interest--the family 5
;is hypothesized to influence directly and negatively an individual's

%political trust.

’School and Political Trust

Jennings and Niemi speculate that school patriotic rituals and 4
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the lack of critical classroom discussion about the United States
épolitical system probably develop trust in the political system in
Egeneral.7 Langton and Jennings, however, find that taking civics
courses has no effect on black students' political cynicism and only
'a small positive effect on white students' political cynicism.8
If an individual's political trust is dependent on having
:information, then taking social science courses that one likes should
provide such information and thus positively influence the individual's
level of poltiical trust. Additionally, fair treatment by teachers and
‘school officials should heighten one's liking for the school institu-
tion. If political trust is a perceived norm of the school officials,
Ithen liking these officials should encourage an individual to adopt

this norm of political trust. Thus, the school is hypothesized to

influence directly and positively an individual's political trust.

Peer Groups and Political Trust
E There is evidence from studies of adults that small groups .

;influence individuals' political and nonpolitical attitudes.g Poli-~ !

itical trust is one such political attitude that should be influenced

?by an individual's peer groups. Langton reports that homogeneous-class
;peer groups of high school age in Jamaica tend to reinforce members'
3political attitudes; heterogeneous-class peer groups tend to change
%Working class members' attitudes. These attitudes include feelings
;of growing ambivalence about government legitimacy,10 which may be i

‘related to political trust. Thus, politicized peer groups are
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‘nypothesized to influence directly and negatively an individual's |

‘political trust.

Mass Media and Political Trust
Lang and Lang suggest that the mass media may encourage

political distrust by the ways in which they represent the political

{
lprocess.ll A test of the Langs' hypothesis may be found in Hirsch's

Appalachian study. He finds that exposure to news in any one medium

iis not related to political cynicism.12 But his test of the hypothesis

imay be weakened by the nature of his measures of media exposure. His

‘measure for exposure to news asks respondents to name only one type {

i
of program or section of newspaper--sports, news, comics, etec.--to

which they pay attention "most of the time."13 Many people habitually

14

watch or hear or read daily news. At the same time they may pay

attention to other types of media content. If asked about the type

of content to which they pay attention most of the time, they may not
!report their habitual news consumption. Therefore, Hirsch's measure
1fOT news exposure may miss many respondents who habitually pay atten~

|
!tion to news but who instead report on another kind of topic to which
|

.they pay attention more of the time. By considering exposure to

1
)
fnews in one medium at a time, Hirsch also misses any added effects
i

'that may result from paying attention to news in more than one medium.

3 The Jennings study contains questions about exposure to news

specifically in newspapers and magazines and on radio and television.

The present study can test this hypothesis with an index that measures :

|
|
|
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"specific political content of media consumed (news) and the cumulative
jamount of exposure to news in all four media. Therefore, the mass
media are hypothesized to influence directly and negatively an indi-

vidual's political trust.

Relative Effects of the Agents

E No studies have reported the relative importance that
respondents attribute to agents concerning the authoritativeness of
the agents' evaluation of the political system. However, a general

proposition advanced by Dawson and Prewitt and incorporated into the

iconceptual framework in Chapter I suggests that in a highly differ-
i

entiated social and political system social institutions should be
more influential agents than primary groups. Therefore, the mass

media and school are hypothesized to have more influence than the

family and peer groups on students' acquisition of political trust.

The Relative Direct Effects of the Agents
on Political Trust

The path diagram in Figure 4 displays the paths of agents' ;

iinfluence on political trust. The path analysis is based on the

1correlation matrix in Table 13.

Path analysis demonstrates that only three agents exert direct

%influence on an individual's political trust. The school exerts the
'greatest direct influence by far. The school is followed by peer
lgroups and the mass media, in that crder. The family exerts no direct |

.influence on political trust.
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The family, peer groups, and the mass media were hypothesized
;to have negative influence on an individual's political trust, while
éthe school was hypothesized to have positive influence. Only the
;hypotheses concerning the school's positive influence and peer groups'

negative influence are supported.

; Social institutions were hypothesized to exert more influence

than primary groups on acquisition of political trust. At this stage

of the analysis, this hypothesis is not supported. A social institu-

;tion, the school, and a primary group, peers, have the greatest direct
i
ieffects. When political awareness is brought into the analysis in the

next section, this hypothesis will be tested again.

! The Indirect Effects of the Agents on Political
Trust Through Political Awareness

Hypothesis: Political Awareness
and Political Trust

How should political awareness affect the acquisition of
%political trust? Stokes finds in a nationwide sample interviewed in
ithe 1950's that the American peoples' basic evaluations of government
%are for the most part diffuse, lacking in several distinct dimensions,
15

;and not based on specific information. If political awareness re-

'presents the processing of information from various agent sources, as

iwas suggested in Chapter III, then according to Stokes' findings poli-
itical awareness would not be expected to affect political trust. ‘
Research carried out in the 1960's suggests, however, that

political trust develops partly in exchange for government policies i

I
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perceived to reward citizens. Conversely, lack of political trust, or :
;political distrust, may be tied to experiences or perceptions of
idiscriminatory or nonrewarding government policy. Greenberg finds in
Philadelphia that black junior high school students who are aware of
!discrimination against black people and also are aware of national
government efforts to stop discrimination are more likely to develop
‘political trust by ninth grade than nonaware members of their racial

group.16 Aberbach and Walker find in Detroit that both black and

%White people who are aware of discrimination, as defined from the black
Eor the white perspective, tend to develop more political distrust than
:the less aware of each raclal group.l7 Muller finds that his scale

of sense of representation is curvilinearly related to an index com-
posed of political interest (reading about public affairs in magazines)
and political knowledge items.18 Sense of representation is opera-

tionalized by a complex coding procedure relating more and less speci-

fic types of information to evaluation of government policies and

.personalities. The variable is positively related to political trust L2

§Thus, those who are more politically aware (interested and knowledge-
I
iable) sense that they are represented by assessing the congruence of

?their demands with government responses and subsequently develop

épolitical trust.,

% Political awareness, to the extent that it does represent
1
|
information processing and evaluation, should be related to political

trust. If the relationship is negative, this suggests that political
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fawareness is indicating perceptions of nonrewarding government policy
‘and officials' behavior, which consequently cause an individual to

‘become more distrusting. If the relationship is positive, this sug-

igests that political awareness is indicating perceptions of rewarding
public policy, which subsequently results in greater political trust.
From a developmental point of view, young children generally

tend to have evaluations of government that are not grounded in poli-

{tical knowledge. White middle class and working class children seem

i

;to acquire at an early age a basic positive evaluation toward govern-
Ement in general, the President at the national level and the policeman

ior the mayor (New Haven) at the local level.20 White lower class

1

ichildren in a Kentucky Appalachian region seem to acquire a basic
:negative evaluation of government.21 Black children of all social
classes have much lower levels of political trust than white chil-

22 23 . 24
dren. Faston and Hess™” and Easton and Dennis conclude that these
positive evaluations are not based on knowledge. It can be assumed
that the negative evaluations also are not based on knowledge.

As children grow older, continue through school, hear more

people talk, and pay more attention to news media, they evidently

%begin to fill in the gaps in their knowledge of the political system

and to de-idealize the government and government officials. Political

Etrust decreases,25 though people probably retain varying reservoirs of
I
‘political trust that continue to influence later intake of informa-

tion.26 This information-trust relationship is a feedback process
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that begins to occur across time as political awareness develops. If é
iit can be assumed that the feedback process occurs over a relatively
élong period of time rather than instantaneously, as was discussed in
iChapter II, then one-way influence may be considered. Thus, political
gawareness ig hypothesized to exert negative influence on an indivi-
Edual's political trust.

i To what extent is political awareness an intervening variable
Ebetween the various agents and political trust? A comparison of
!agents' direct effects and indirect effects through political aware-

ness will provide an answer to this questiom.

|
!

Findings |
The path diagram showing the effects of the agents and politicdf
awareness on political trust is displayed in Figure 5. It should be
noted that the agents' direct effects now support the hypothesis that
social institutions will have greater influences than primary groups |

on acquisition of political trust. The school continues to exert the

' strongest direct influence, but the mass media now exert the second !

!strongest direct influence. Peer groups and the family, tied for
|

éthird place, exert the same amount of direct influence, but the family“q
Einfluence is positive while peer groups' influence is negative. The %
%unhypothesized positive nature of the family's influence will be dis- !
gcussed below in the section dealing with agent characteristics.

As hypothesized, political awareness has a negative effect on

‘political trust. It can only be assumed that students view some
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f
|
laspects of public policy as undesirable and that these negative

éevaluations of policy lead to mistrust of public officials. To what
%extent public officials' personality and character also contribute to
this evaluation cannot be determined with the present data. Future
iresearch must follow the lead of the political scientists cited in
the section hypothesizing the negative awareness~trust linkage by
incorporating questions about specific policies and specific public

officials' characters in survey schedules.27

! A comparison of agents' direct effects and indirect effects
through political awareness on political trust is displayed in Table
14. Though all of the agents discourage political trust to varying
degrees by increasing political awareness, their major effects are
direct and positive except in the case of peer groups. Even the
mass media, which more recently have been reviled by certain public

28 are found

officials for raising doubts about government officials,
to encourage political trust directly. Future research should try
to determine what characteristics of the mass media are responsible
for this effect, which goes against the hypothesis of negative direct
effects.

The ratio of each agent's direct to indirect effects gives an
iidea of the extent to which political awareness intervenes in or

explains the acquisition of political trust. For family, peer groups,

and mass media, the ratio is about two to one. In other words,

considering only the effects within the formal model (and not
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considering the effects exerted through unexplained agent
relationships), two-thirds of these agents' effects are direct and
one-third of their effects are indirect. The school is another matter.
The school's direct effects are almost ten times as great as its in-
direct effects. Whatever negative effect the school exerts on politi-
cal trust by increasing political awareness is overwhelmingly can-
celled by its strong direct effects.

The effects of the agents and political awareness relative to
unspecified influences on political trust are very small. As can be
seen in Figure 5, the four agents and political awareness explain only
3.2 percent of the variance of political trust. This leaves 96.8
percent of the variance to be explained in future research by attemptirg
to specify other major direct influences on acquisition of political
trust. An examination of agent characteristics, particularly the
school's characteristics, may suggest another type of influence
variable,

Agent Characteristics and Their Influences
on Political Trust

What are some of the agent characteristics that may influence
an individual's political trust? Table 15 displays the correlations
between the agent influence characteristics and political trust.

Unlike political awareness, political trust appears to be
somewhat affected by closeness to parents. Apparently a close family

group provides a nurturant atmosphere that contributes to building
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TABLE 15

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN AGENT INFLUENCE CHARACTERISTICS
AND POLITICAL TRUST

! Agent Influence Political
i Characteristics Trust
Family
Closeness to parents .091%
Perceived parents'
political interest -.006
Family political discussion -.058
School
Liking school and courses LA12%
Fair treatment L14%
Peer Groups
Peer group standards -.020
Peer group discussion -.023
Mass Media
Television .068%
Radio -.006
Print media .028

level.

¥Product~moment correlation coefficients, significant at .00l
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trust in the larger political system.29 While not quite significant

|
!

at the .001 level, the relationship between family political discussion
and political trust is negative. Family discussions tend to discourage
political trust, probably by increasing political awareness as found

in Chapter III. This would account for Jennings and Niemi's finding,
cited above in the hypotheses, that the family encourages political
cynicism or distrust. In other words, the family as a group has
conflicting influences. On the one hand, closeness to parents tends

to generate political trust; this influence is represented by the
family's positive direct influence. On the other hand, family group
discussion of politics increases a student's political awareness,

which then increases political distrust. The Jennings and Niemi
finding is incorpcrated in the compound path from family to political
trust through political awareness.

The slight negative influence of peer groups apparently stems
from a combination of negative effects from both scale items. Dis-
cussions with friends evidently provide factual information and
transmit norms that discourage political trust.

Among the mass media, only television significantly encourages
political trust. The print media also have a slight tendency to
encourage political trust. As suggested earlier, future research
should try to explain this relationship. It may be that the nature
of the content of different media results in different outcomes. It

was suggested in Chapter III that the print media encourage politiecal
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awareness because of the relatively comprehensive information
emmanating from these sources. Such comprehensiveness may increase
political knowledge and interest and ability to express opinions.
But political trust may depend not so much on depth of information as
on perceiving that government officials are doing their jobs and pro-
ducing favorable policies. The headline quality of television news
may be sufficient to give people a sense of government effectiveness.
This is not to say that television news would always convey
a sense of government effectiveness. To the extent that television
news, or any media news, merely reflects public officials' actions,
the effects of this reporting will depend on the nature of the his-
torical events as they happen and the effectiveness or lack of
effectiveness as perceived at any one time. Thus future research
should try to pinpoint which events are reported and how these events
as reported affect citizen trust or distrust over time.
As has already been pointed out, the family, peer groups,
and mass media influence variables contribute almost nothing to an
explanation of the acquisition of political trust. This means that
other variables must be found to explain this acquisition. The school
influence variable may provide a clue as to where to look in future
research. Aberbach and Walker find that perceptions or experiences
of unrewarding local government policies discourage political trust.Bo

Though conceptualized as a politicized social institutional environ-

ment, the school also might be considered a local government authority

(
;
]
i
5
i
L
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that allocates values for the community.31 In the present study,
these allocated values or outputs take the form of fair treatment by
school political authorities and provision of sccial science courses
and general school experiences that are pleasing to the individual.
Through direct contact with a local political system, individuals tend
to develop positive evaluations of the national political system.

Future research should incorporate other indicators of such
experiences and of perceptions of rewarding or depriving government
policies. It may be that the political system itself, through its
policies and the behavior of govermment officials, is partially
responsible for generating political trust among its citizenry.32
If an individual's political trust is given in return for fair ireat-
ment by officials, this may be considered an example of development
of specific support.33 If such actions by gcvernment officials are
partially responsible for generating political trust, this finding
also has implications for public pclicy. It behooves every govern-
ment official to make a concerted effort to insure fair and nondis-
criminatory treatment of every citizen.

Whereas Langton and Jennings find that the school, as
represented by the civics curriculum, slightly encourages white

34 the present approach has resulted in

students' political distrust,
a strong positive relationship between school influence and political
trust. An examination of the relationships of political awareness

components to political trust in Table 16 may shed some light on
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TABLE 16

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN POLITICAL AWARENESS
DIMENSIONS AND POLITICAL TRUST

Political

Awareness

Dimensions Political Trust
Political interest .006
Political knowledge -.073%
Political opinion -.001

¥Product-moment correlation coefficients, significant at .00L
level.
these seemingly contradictory findings. As can be observed in Table
16, political knowledge is the only component of political awareness
that has any significant relationship to political trust, and this
relationship is negative. It appears that Langton and Jennings are
tapping part of the negative relationship found here between the
knowledge dimension of political awareness and political trust. This
knowledge reasonably could have come partially from taking civics
courses, since liking school and social science courses is the main
contributor to the school influence-political awareness relationship
(see Table 12 in Chapter III). In the present model, the compound
path from school to political trust through political awareness incor-
porates the Langton and Jennings finding. In other words, taking

courses that one likes can lead to political awareness, which then
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leads one to evaluate the political system, negatively in this case.
The direct positive path from school to politiecal trust incorporates
the other dimensions of the school experience, receiving fair treat-
ment and liking school and courses. The school, therefore, can also
have a positive effect on building political trust through its own

public policy, providing pleasant educational experiences.

Summary

A1l of the agent influence indices and political awareness
together explain only 3.2 percent of the variance of political trust.
Of the influence exerted, the school by far has the greatest direct
effects, followed by the mass media and peer groups. The family has
no direct effects on political trust until political awareness is
brought into the model; then the family exerts positive direct effects.
The school and mass media encourage political trust while peer groups
discourage political trust.

Political awareness exerts negative effects on political trust
and provides a path for the various agents' indirect effects, also
negative. Political awareness intervenes only to a small extent
between the family, peer groups, the mass media, and political trust.
About a third of these agents' effects are exerted indirectly by
increasing political awareness. But their major effects are direct
and positive, except in the case of peer groups, which exert negative
direct effects. This means that even though these agents increase an

individual's political awareness, which then has a negative impact on
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political trust, they still exert influences directly as politicized
environments in their own right.

The school provides a contrast to these other agents as far
as strength of direct effects and ratio of direct to indirect effects
are concerned. The school's direct positive effects are almost ten
times as great as its negative indirect effects. The major reason for
the school's influence appears to be its fair treatment of students.
If the school is considered as a local political system in its own
iright, this suggests that its favorable policy outputs, fair treat-
ment, lead to students' (system members') political trust. Just as
the studies by Aberbach and Walker, Greenberg, Muller, and Balch
cited earlier find that negative evaluations of specific policies
contribute to citizen distrust, so the present study finds that posi-
tive evaluations of school policy contribute to students' trust of
government officials. Such findings imply that policy evaluations may
have major influences on increasing or decreasing political trust.
Future research, in trying to explain more of the variance of poli-
tical trust and therefore its origins, should incorporate questions

relating to specific policy evaluations into interview schedules.
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CHAPTER V

THE RELATIVE EFFECTS OF THE FAMILY, SCHOOL, PEER GROUPS,
AND MASS MEDIA ON FUTURE ACTIVISM: DIRECT EFFECTS
AND INDIRECT EFFECTS THROUGH POLITICAL

AWARENESS AND POLITICAL TRUST

To what extent do the agents of political socialization
influence an individual's acquisition of future activism? Do political
awareness and political trust contribute to the acquisition of future
activism? What are the processes of this influence? The conceptual
framework presented in Chapter I suggests that an individual's poli-
ticized social environments transmit information and influence that
may affect his acquisition of future activism. Path analysis will
demonstrate the agents' direct effects and indirect effects through
political awareness and trust on future activism. The processes of
influence will be explored further through inferences from relation-

ships between agent characteristics and future activism.

Hypotheses
Family and Future Activism
Studies of political recruitment show that many state and

national legislators, city councilmen, and local party officials are
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politicized and activated by politically active families during their
childhood.l Milbrath cites numerous studies that support a proposition
linking increased exposure to political stimuli in general and poli-
tical participation.2 In the present study, politicized family groups
have been mentioned as providers of such stimuli and, therefore, are
hypothesized to influence directly and positively an individual's

future activism.

School and Future Activism

Litt finds no relationship between taking civics courses and
attitudes about political participation.3 Langton and Jennings find
a slight positive relationship between taking civics courses and

4

participation predispositions. Social science courses and class
discussions should provide participation-related information, however.
If one likes these courses and the school officials, he should be more
inclined to follow their normative cues about democratic behavior and
to utilize whatever facts will contribute to effective action. The

school is hypothesized, therefore, to influence directly and positively

an individual's future activism.

Peer Groups and Future Activism

Langton and Karns find that the peer group exerts some
influence on high school students' sense of political efficacy.5 Since
political efficacy was reported in Chapter II to be positively related

to future activism, peer groups should also encourage future activism.
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Milbrath reports that the most active participants, "gladiators," are
more likely than "spectators"™ to be encouraged by their friends to

be active in politics.6 Bowman and Boynton find external pressures,
in the form of belng asked by friends, to be 2 major cause of one's
running for political office.7 Politicized peer groups, therefore,
are hypothesized to influence directly and positively an individual's

future activism.

Mass Media and Future Activism

Berelson, Lazarsfeld, and McPhee find that amount of media
exposure affects voting turnout positively.8 Chaffee, Ward, and
Tipton, however, find no significant positive relationship between
increased media exposure and campaign activity.9 Milbrath cites
the mass media as sources of political stimuli that may raise an
individual's level of political activity.lo As suggested in the con~-
ceptual framework in Chapter I, to the extent that these high school
students are empathic they may be activated by the mass media. The
mass media are hypothesized, therefore, to influence directly and

positively an individual's future activism.

Relative Effects of the Agents

No studies reporting respondents' assessments of the various
agents as influences on political activity are available. However,
Dawson and Prewitt's proposition incorporated into the conceptual

framework in Chapter I suggests that in a highly differentiated
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social and political system social institutions should be more
influential than primary groups in the political socialization process.
Therefore, the school and mass media are hypothesized to be more in-
fluential than peer groups and the family in encouraging future acti-
vism.
The Relative Direct Effects of the Agents
on Future Activism

The path diagram in Figure 6 displays the paths of agents!
influence on future activism. The path analysis is based on the
zero-order correlation matrix in Table 17.

Each of the agents as hypothesized exerts a direct positive
influence on future activism. The mass media continue to be powerful
agents of political socialization. They exert the greatest direct
effects on future activism. The family exerts the second greatest
direct effects, followed by peer groups. These primary groups are
very comparable in amounts of influence, as their path coefficients
are within .003 points of one another. The school ranks last in
importance of direct effects. The school as a social institution
tends to encourage awareness of and trust in the political system but

does not have very great influence on activist predispositions.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionyz\w\w.manaraa.com



128

vx

990° wm BTPON SSE

M
mx
L 1R
o X $/ sdnoan Ies
q —> eﬂﬁﬁf\\\\dﬂ.\\\\\\\.\\\\
17%

335/ .
PR X
279 TOOYDG

Lo~
Ty
LTTUI8
WSTATIOY 94Ning UO UOTIBZITBTOOS TBOILITOd
JOo squady JO $909JJF 9ATIBISY SUTMOYS WRIIBTQ UIB] "9 a3ty

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionyz\w\w.manaraa.com



129

*I9AST TOO® 2B AUBOTJTUSIS ‘SIUSTOTJJO00 UOTFBTOIIOO JUSWOW-3ONPOIJI¥

oo~ x6%e” %00 ” *LYT” ¥860° *¥GY1* WSTATIOY adning
o%0° - 0£0° - *06T" £eo” }sna], TBOTITTOd

%92t " ¥9ce” *GET* L AA SSsusJaBMY TBOTYTTOd

*¥71e” *TET” ¥981° SOUSNTJUI BTPSN SSBY|

8€0" AL sousnTJul dnoan Issg

*¥8TT" SOUSNTIUL TOOYDS

sousnTyul ATTWB]

9 “ 4 £ c T 9TBOS

FONINTANI VIQIN SSYW ANV
‘3n08H YIAd “TOOHOS ‘ATINVA “SSANTHYMY TVOILITOd
“ISNYI TVOILITOd ‘WSIAILOV TUAINL  *XTHYIVN NOIIVIZYYOO YIAQHO~0HAZ

LT TVl

Reproduced with permission of the copyright:-owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionyyanw.manaraa.com



130

The Indirect Effects of the Agents on Future
é Activism Through Political Awareness
and Political Trust

Political Awareness and Future Activism

Milbrath cites many studies finding that the more political
interest people have the more they tend to vote and to be politically
active in general.11 Inkeles finds the same kind of positive rela-
tionships between political interest and political participation in

12 Matthews and Prothro find that political

13

six developing countries.
interest and political knowledge encourage political participation.
Campbell, Gurin, and Miller report that issue involvement, which in-
volves expressing opinions on issues, is positively related to
political participation.l4 If these relationships begin to emerge
prior to adulthood, then political awareness is hypothesized to

influence directly and positively an individual's future activism.

Political Trust and Future Activism

Milbrath cites several studies finding that the politically
cynical tend to be less politically active.15 Boynton, Patterson,
and Hedlund find that active political participation is positively
related to high support for legislative institutions.16 Di Palma
finds an inverse relationship between his measure of cynicism-direct
action and political participation.l7 Cynicism~-direct action measures
not only an individual's distrust of competitive political institutions

but also his "advocacy of more direct and authoritarian types of poli-
18

;tical rule." Though political distrust might lead to lack of

!
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participation in regularized democratic channels, it might lead at
times to citizen demands for a dictatorship. Since future activism
appears to refer to traditional kinds of political activity, political
trust is hypothesized to influence directly and positively an indi-

vidual's future activism.

Findings

The path diagram demonstrating the direct and the indirect
effects of the agents on future activism is displayed in Figure 7.
There is no path between political trust and future activism in this
model. Therefore, political trust is not an intervening variable,
since it has no effect at all on future activism. Though such a
relationship has been found to exist in the adult population, appar-
ently it has not yet begun to emerge in the pre-adult high school
senior population. But political awareness is an intervening variable
for all the agents. Indirect effects from the agents flow through
political awareness to future activism.

A comparison of direct effects to these indirect effects in
Table 18 shows to what extent political awareness intervenes between
each agent and future activism. The ratio of direct to indirect
effects for the school is about one to one. This means that the
school exerts fifty percent of its influence directly and fifty per-
cent indirectly by increasing political awareness. The ratio of
direct to indirect effects is about three to one for the family,

peer groups, and the mass media. This means that though these agents
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encourage future activism by increasing political awareness, their
gmain effects are direct. The political awareness that they encourage
then also has its own direct effects, which are much greater than any
of the agents' direct effects.

How does political awareness affect future activism? The
relationships between the political awareness components and future

activism are displayed in Table 19.

|
|

TABLE 19

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN POLITICAL AWARENESS
DIMENSIONS AND FUTURE ACTIVISM

_—

:Political Awareness Future
Dimensions Activism
Political Interest .286%
Political Knowledge .089%
Political Opinion .152%

¥Product-moment correlation coefficients, significant at .001
level.

Self-rated political interest contributes most to the
relationships between political awareness and future activism. This
finding from 1965 data contributes continuing support for Robinson's
finding from the Lazarsfeld group's 1940 Erie County data that self-
rated political interest is a good generalized measure of political

|
interest, which may be manifested to varying degrees in different
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levels of political behavior.19

The ability to express opinions itself might be conceptualized
as a low-level type of political participation. The fact that politi-
cal opinion is positively related to future activism suggests that one
kind of political activity may eventually lead to other kinds of
political activity. This in turn suggests that in the search for
other influences on future activism, future research should consider
other indicators of political activity that might lead to political
participation.

Political knowledge has the lowest positive effect on future
activism. Many people probably are able to be active politically
without possessing great stores of relevant knowledge. If people say
they will act in spite of & lack cf knowledge, perhaps they are being
encouraged to do so by political organizations as Nie, Powell, and
Prewitt suggest.zo In the present study, informal groups, such as
the family and peer groups, certainly are directly encouraging indi-
viduals to have activist predispositions regardless of the individual's
level of political awareness. The mass media also appear to be acti-
vating students directly. An examination of agent characteristics and
their relationships to future activism will suggest how these influ-

ences may be exerted.
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Agent Characteristics and Their Influences
on Future Activism

Table 20 displays the correlations between the agent influence
characteristics and future activism.

The relationships between the schocl influence characteristics
and future activism suggest why the school has the least effect on
future activism. Liking school and social sclence courses alone would
probably increase the ranking of the school as an agent. The charac-
teristic of school influence that most affects an individual's politi-
cal awareness, liking school and courses, contributes considerably to
encouraging future activism. But fair treatment, which influences an
individual's political trust, is negatively related to future activism
and thus lowers the overall effect of the school. It appears that
those who receive fair treatment from local political authorities,
teachers and school administrators, feel less need to participate
and to attempt to make changes in policies.

As expected, there is no correlation between closeness to
parents and future activism. This means that closeness to parents is
not intrinsically related to activist political orientations, but
closeness to a politicized family is assumed to multiply the effects
of such a family. Politicized parents do encourage future activism
mainly through political discussion with children and evidently
through passing on norms of political interest.

Peer group political discussion, like family discussion, is

important in encouraging future activism. Peer group standards, as

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionyz\w\w.manaraa.com



137

TABLE 20
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN AGENT INFLUENCE CHARACTERISTICS
AND FUTURE ACTIVISM
Agent Influence Future
Characteristics Activism
Family
Closeness to parents .029

i Perceived parents'

political interest L120%

Family political discussion .201%
School

Liking school and courses L147%

Fair treatment -.062

Peer Groups

Peer group standards .020

Peer group discussion .180%
Mass Media

Television L112%

Radio L15%

Print media L176%

| ¥Product-moment correlation coefficients, significant at .00l
level.
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measured in the present study at least, apparently have no effect on
future activism.

All the mass media encourage future activism. Whether this
influence results from transmitting information that is salient for
political activity or from triggering empathy cannot be determined
from the available data. That media news reports may trigger empathy
in certain kinds of students seems reasonable to assume when it is
considered that during the decade of the 1960's media news reported
the events of black and student political protest and citizen and
police attempts to suppress protest. Some of these events will be
outlined briefly in Chapter VI as an attempt is made to explain
further how and why the various agents of political socialization

operate to encourage or discourage the acquisition of future activism.

Summary
All of the agent influence indices and political awareness

together explain nine percent of the variance of future activism.

The mass media have the strongest direct effects on future activism.
They are followed in importance by peer groups, the family, and the
scheol. All agents exert positive influences. When political aware-
ness and political trust are brought into the model, only political
awareness is found to be an intervening variable. While the school

exerts about 50 percent of its influence by increasing political

{awareness, the family, peer groups, and mass media exert only about

i
i
i
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25 percent of their influence by increasing political awareness.
Their major influences are direct and operate regardless of the
student's political awareness.

However, political awareness has an impact of its own
independent of the agents' influences and greater than any one of the
agents' effects. As a part of the political awareness index, political
interest has the greatest positive effect on future activism. The fact
that the political opinion component also has a positive effect on
future activism suggests that future research might explain more of
the variance of future activism by including other indicators of poli-
tical behavior experiences in the model.

The characteristics of the family and peer groups most
responsible for encouraging future activism are similar to those
affecting political awareness. Political discussions provide the
most encouragement for future activism. All the mass media encourage
future activism, but the print media are most important, followed
by radio and television. The school environment provides conflicting
influences. Liking school and social science courses encourages
future activism, but receiving fair treatment from school officials
discour ges future activism.

The model as developed to this point provides a static
representation of the political socialization process. Two general
channels of influence emerge from the analysis. Politicized environ-

ments, designeted agents in the present study, influence positively

Reproduced with permission of the copyright:owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permissionyyanwy.manaraa.com



140

jor negatively the acquisition of political awareness and future
activism on the one hand and political trust on the other hand.
Following the lead of Inkeles, it is suggested that political
awareness and future activism are components of an active citizenship
syndrome that is a ". . . general requirement placed upon the citizen

21

of [éng] modern polity." It is suggested that political trust or

distrust, whatever the case, is an ". . . evaluative and judgmental

element of the individual's confrontation with the state . . . and
is . . . a potentially independent component of his total political
role., To be interested is not to approve. To act is not to ac-
quiesce."22 Political distrust may be seen as a component of a
"resentment syndrome," but its relationship to political activity can-
not be predicted without considering an individual's specific situation
in relation to the political system and to social groupings within the
socio-political system.23

In the next chapter this static model of political
socialization will be examined within groups of black and of white
students and within the group of low social status white students.
By considering these social groupings in terms of their social
positions and their specific political situations during an era of
political turbulence, it will be possible to determine whether the
agents operate differently for each grouping and whether politiecal

resentment sometimes affects the acquisition of future activism.
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CHAPTER VI

PERIPHERAL SOCIAL POSITION AND POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION:
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF BLACK STUDENTS' AND LOW
STATUS WHITE STUDENTS' ACQUISITION

OF FUTURE ACTIVISM

Social position was defined in Chapter I as being close to or
distant from the center of social and political activity. Individuals
in peripheral social positions tend to have less access to the politi-
cal system. They tend to participate in political activities less,
and they tend to receive less of the rewards and benefits of the
political system. The black students in the present study are assumed
to occupy more peripheral social positions then white students. Among
the white students, low status students are assumed to occupy more
peripheral social positions than middle or high status students.1

While both black students and low status white students are
assumed to occupy peripheral social positions, vast differences should
be found in their political socialization. Among black people, for
example, Verba and Nie find that an emerging group consciousness has
contributed to increasing their participation rate and closing the
previous gap between black-white political participation ra“tes.2

Matthews and Prothro suggest that increased political participation
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among black people in the southern United States may be & manifestation
of political modernization; black people who pay attention to the mass
media have been activated by these agents of political modernization.3
In other words, black people appear to have been mobilized from their
peripheral social positions to more central social positions. Among
low status white people, on the other hand, Verba and Nie find that
their political participation rate has continued to be lower than the
rate of higher status white people. They appear to lack any group
consciousness that would predispose them to be mobilized.4 In other
words, low status white people appear to acquiesce in their peripheral
position and to be socialized into a traditionally low level of poli-
tical participation.

The survey data used in the present study should provide a
good test of whether black and low status white students' acquisition
of future activism differs significantly. As noted earlier, the
students were interviewed in the spring of 1965,5 the middle of a
politically turbulent decade. The decade began with some black youth
in the southern states turning to nonviolent protest tactics such as
those used by the Rev., Martin Luther King, Jr., in Alabama beginning
in the 195O's.6 Early in 1960 in North Carolina, a few black college
students inspired by the King tactics began to "sit in" at white-owned
lunch counters in an attempt to assert their rights as United States
citizens.7 As the decade progressed, protest tactics included moxre

sit-ins as well as freedom rides, mass marches, and demonstrations.
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With the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, black voter

9

registration in the South also began to rise.” Meanwhile, riots

began to erupt in black ghetto areas of meny American cities.lo
Though only a minority of black people actually perticipated in riots,
a considerable number of people in these communities felt the riots
were helpful to the black civil rights cause.11

If the black students in the present study paid attention to
the reporting of these events through the mass media news before 1965,
they may have been mobilized into the ranks of black political acti-
vists. In answer to a questionlz ahout future political activity,
about 20 percent of the black students said they thought they would
be "very active," and an additional 64 percent responded "somewhat
active." In comparison, less than 15 percent of the low status white
students thought they would be very active, and an additional 61 per-
cent thought they would be somewhat active, The mean score on this
variable for black students is 1.04 in contrast to .907 for low
status white students (the variable ranges from O to 2). The differ-
ence between these mean scores is statistically significant at the
.01 level (t = 2.44). This finding suggests that black youth intend
to be more active than low status white youth in the future. Such a
finding is not surprising, given Verba and Nie's finding about

13 A deter-

increasing black participation rates during the 1960's,
mination of some of the sources of this activation and an explanation

of differences between black and low status white students' acquisition
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of future activism will be the purpose of this chapter.

As discussed in Chapter I, there are two possible
explanations of why students in peripheral social positions do or do
not acquire future activism., One explanation is based on a model of
traditional political socialization of individuals who acquiesce in
their social positions. An alternative explanation is based on a
model of political modernization of individuals who perceive them-
selves as members of a deprived but politically efficacious peripheral
subculture., Propositions, hypotheses, and findings for black students
end for low status white students follow. First the political moderni-
zation model is developed and then tested by comparing14 black stu-
dents to all white students. Then the traditional political sociali-
zation model is developed and tested by comparing low status white
students to black students. The main emphasis and fullest treatment
is devoted to the political modernization of black students in com-
parison to white students. Low status white students in particular
provide an example of individuals in peripheral social positions
whose acquisition of future activism is best explained by a model of
traditional political socialization.

For purposes of analysis, only black and white students'
responses are examined.15 Not counting missing cases, which vary in
number for different variables and account for less than 2 percent of
either the black or white subsamples and less than 3 percent of the

low status white subsample, the average size of each subsample is
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190 black students, 1,825 white students, and 401 low status white
students., Social status is indicated by educational attainment of
head of household., The father is assumed to be head of a household;
if there is no father in the household, the mother's educational
attainment indicates social status. Educational attainment of parents
is assumed to result in a certain kind of life style associated with
its relevant social status.16 Low social status is indicated by an
educational attainment no higher than 8th grade.

Political Modernization of Members
of a Peripheral Subculture

Hypotheses

Agents' Direct Effects

Black students, as members of a peripheral subculture, are
expected to be modernizing in the sense of acquiring future activism
because of (1) thelr unacceptable peripheral social position and (2)
their sensitivity to racial news reported by the mass media. Recent
research suggests that young black people do belong to a subculture
within the larger white-dominated political culture.17 As members of
a racial subculture, black people should tend to identify with one
another and have consciousness of their group's peripheral social
position. Verba and Nie find that such group consciousness of racial
deprivation is related to increasing political participation among
black people.18 Matthews and Prothro find that paying attention to

the mass media "increases both political motivation and politically
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unmotivated activity in politics," for black people. ’ Such findings
relate to Lerner's proposition that empathy, the ability to imagine
oneself operating in new situations, allows people to be mobilized

20 That is, given (1) a black group identity, (2)

by the mass media.
an assumed desire by black students to gain more access to the politi-
cal system, and (3) an assumed ability of black students to empathize
with black people whose political activities are reported through the
mass media, the mass media should exert the strongest direct influences
on black students' acquisition of future activism, Since, in the mod-
ernization process, political participation tends to depend at first

on empathy and later on attitudes that partially determine this
activity,21 the mass media's direct effects on future activism should
be extremely pronounced and much greater than their indirect effects
through political awareness and trust.

As suggested in Chapter I, the schools, family, and peer
groups should not be expected to operate as modernizing agents. They
apparently tend not to transmit information about fast-moving politi-
cal events as do the mass media, Dawson and Prewitt suggest, in fact,
that the family tends to be a conservative force in the political
socialization process.22 The family, therefore, would not be expected
to encourage its children to behave in a manner not expected for
people in peripheral social positions, The school, at least in the
United States, seems to be notorious for not encouraging political

participation.23
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The model of individual political modernization will be
supported if and only if the agents of political socialization operate
for black students as hypothesized below. In order to analyze the
effects of agents within racial groupings, the agents' direct effects
are ranked 1 through 4 according to their order of importance. Impor-
tance is defined in terms of the magnitude of the path coefficients
representing agents' direct effects on political awareness, trust, and
future activism.

(a) The path coefficient representing mass media influence

on future activism is hypothesized to rank 1 for black
students.

(b) The path coefficients representing school, family, and
peer group influence on future activism are hypothesized
to rank below 1 for black students.

(¢) The path coefficient representing mass media influence
on future activism is hypothesized to be greater in
magnitude for black than for white students.

(d) The mass media's direct effects on black students'
future activism are hypothesized to be considerably
greater than their indirect effects through political
awareness and trust.

As already stated above, black students are expected to follow

the political modernization model just hypothesized, but hypotheses

for a traditional political socialization modei (proposed in Chapter I)
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are presented here for comparative testing purposes only. Working
under the assumption that black students accept their peripheral
social position, it is hypothesized that:

(a) family and peer group influences will rank 1 or 2
and school and mass media influences will rank 3 or
4 for black students! political awareness, trust, and
future activism;

(b) school and mass media influences will rank 1 or 2
and family and peer group influences will rank 3 or
4 for white students' political awareness, trust, and
future activism,

Comparing across racial groupings,

(c¢) the path coefficients representing the direct effects
of family and peer group influences on political aware-
ness, trust, and future activism should be larger for
black students than for white students;

(d) +the path coefficients representing the direct effects
of school and mass media influences on political
awareness, trust, and future activism should be larger
for white students than for black students.

Political Awareness and
Political Trust
In Chapter IV, political awareness was found to have a negative

impact on political trust for the entire sample of high school seniors.
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But black students assumed to occupy more peripheral social positions
may have greater distrust of public officials than white students.
The Greenberg and Aberbach and Walker studies suggest that political
awareness of black people includes perceptions of discriminatory
policies against them. Such awareness results in reduced political
trust.24 Therefore, it is hypothesized that the negative effects of
political awareness on political trust will be greater in magnitude
for black than for white students.
Political Awareness and
Future Activism

Inkeles's findings from a study in six developing countries as
well as Milbrath's review of studies in economically developed coun-
tries suggest that political awareness universally leads to political
participation.25 In Chapter V, political awareness was found to lead
to future activism for the entire sample of high school seniors, The
relationship should be stronger for students in central social posi-
tions because they already tend to exist in a dominant participant
political culture. Therfore, political awareness is hypothesized to
have a greater positive effect on white students' than on black
students' future activism.
Political Trust and
Future Activism

Political trust was found in Chapter V to have no effect on

[
future activism for the whole sample of high school seniors. But the
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lack of relationship may be due to interaction with race through an
intervening variable not included in the present model, political
efficacy.2® Political efficacy is defined as "the feeling that indi-
vidual political action does have, or can have, an impact upon the
political process."27 Ehmen finds in a sample of black and white
high school students surveyed first in 1967 and then in 1969 that
black students' political efficacy increased while white students'
political efficacy decreased.28 Billings finds that both activist
and non-activist black high school students feel that black people
can make changes in their racial condition; Billings defines this
feeling as a sense of situational or group political ef‘ficacy.29
Apparently, black students tend to feel that if publiec officials are
crooked, stupid, and not to be trusted, not to mention racist, they,
the students, can do something about it., Gamson suggests that de-
creased political trust may increase group solidarity and the need to
attempt to influence political authorities. ". . . a combination of
high sense of political efficacy and low political trust is the optimum
combination for mobilization--a belief that influence is both possible
and necessary."BO Previous tests of Gamson's hypothesis with white
adult survey data have failed; they have resulted in positive rela-
tionships between political trust and political efficacy.Bl But the
findings cited above suggest that the hypothesis may be valid for the

black population if they desire to attempt to influence public offi-

clals,
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In other words, lower politicel trust mey be translated into
future activism for black students partly as a result of what Billings
calls group political efficacy. This proposition can be tested by
examining the relationships between politicgl trust, political effi-

32 and future activism for black and for white students. For

cacy,
black students, it is hypothesized that the relationship between
political trust and political efficacy will be negative; the rela-
tionship between political efficacy and future activism will be posi-
tive, For white students growing up in the dominant participant poli-
tical culture, on the other hand, the "normal" positive relationships
between political trust and political efficacy and between political
efficacy and future activism are hypothesized.33

While the relationship between black students' political
trust and political efficacy is not statistically significant (r =
-.032, level of significance = ,33), the hypothesized negative rela-
tionship is found. In comparison, the relationship for white students
is positive (r = ,050, level of significance = .02). The relationship
between political efficacy and future activism is positive for both
black and white students as hypothesized (for blacks, r = .089, level
of significance = .11; for whites, r = .165, level of significance
= ,001). These findings suggest that for black students, at any rate,
Gamson's hypothesis may be valid.

Though it may be difficult to find a statistically significant

irelationship for black students because of (1) small sample size,
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(2) not using Billings's group political efficacy items, and (3)

using only two of the usual Survey Research Center political efficacy
items, as provided in the data set, the findings should be considered
theoretically suggestive of the interaction between political trust,
future activism, and race. Thus, in this model of political sociali-
zation, black students' political trust is hypothesized to have a
negative effect on their future activism while white students' politi-
cal trust is hypothesized to have a positive effect on their future

activism,

Findings

The models of political socialization for black and for white
students are displayed in Figure 8. They are based on the zero-order
correlation matrices in Table 21. The relative effects of agents
within racial groupings will be presented first, followed by a com-
parison of their effects across racial groupings. Then findings
about the direct effects of political awareness on political trust
and of political awareness and political trust on future activism
are presented, Finally, the agents' indirect effects on future acti-

vism are presented and compared to their direct effects.

Agents' Direct Effects
The relative direct effects of agents within racial groupings
are summarized in Table 22. As explained above, the agents are ranked

one through four according to their order of strength of influence.
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According to the hypotheses for traditional political socialization,
agents providing primary relationships should have rank scores of

1 or 2 for black students, 3 or 4 for white students., Agents pro-
viding secondary relationships should have rank scores of 1 or 2 for
white students, 3 or 4 for black students, Non-hypothesized results
are starred.

Within the white student subsample the mass media and the
school, as hypothesized, have the strongest direct effects on political
awareness and trust. Only the mass media follow the hypothesis for
future activism. The school has the weakest direct effects on future
activism and presents an exception to the proposition about the
strength of secondary institutions for white students. The family and
peer groups, as hypothesized, have the weakest direct effects on poli-
tical awareness and trust. Again the case of future activism presents
an exception to the proposition that primary groups should have the
weakest effects on white students' political attitudes. In this case,
peer groups have the second greatest direct effects on future activism.

Within the black student subsample, peer groups operate as
hypothesized and rank 1 or 2 in influencing black students' political
attitudes. The black family, however, is not found to have its hypo-
thesized strong direct effects. The black femily consistently presents
an exception to the proposition that primary groups are the strongest
agents for black students. The school and mass media, as hypothesized,

have weak effects on black students' attitudes in three cases, The
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! school has the third greatest effect on political awareness and future
activism., The mass media have no effect on political trust. In the
other three cases, however, these social institutions present excep-
tions to the proposition that they should be weaker agents for black
students' attitudes. The mass media of all agents have the only signi-
ficant direct effects on black students' future activism and the

second greatest effect on political awareness. The school has the
second greatest direct effect on political trust.

The relative direct effects of agents compared acrcss racial
groupings are summarized in Table 23. Outcomes supporting the hypothe-
ses are scored +, Non-hypothesized outcomes are scored O.

As hypothesized, the politicized environments providing
secondary relationships, school and mass media, have stronger direct
effects on all political attitudes of white students than of black

34

students,”” with one exception. This exception is that the mass media
have the strongest (and only) direct effects on black students' future
activism (refer back to Figure 8). The politicized environments pro-
viding primary relationships operate as hypothesized in only three out
of six cases. Peer groups and the family, as hypothesized, have
stronger direct effects on the political trust of black students than
of white students. Peer groups have stronger direct effects on the
political awareness of black students than of white students. But

peer groups do not have their hypothesized stronger influences on black

students' future activism. The black femily again presents exceptions

to the proposition that primary groups should have stronger effects on
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black students' political awareness and future activism.

Four genecral exceptions to the propositions about the
operation of the model of traditional political socialization for
black and for white students have been found. One Involves the rela-
tively strong showing of white peer groups and the weak showing of

35

schools in relation to white students' future activism. A second
exception involves the strong showing of schools in relation to black
students' political trust. Schools apparently operate in similar ways
for black and white students, in that they have relatively strong posi-
tive impacts on their acquisition of political trust and very weak
impacts on their acquisition of future activism. These findings per-
haps can be attributed to the nature of the educational institution
itself and some of the classroom experiences it provides. Masslalas
reviews the response, or what he would call lack of positive response,
of educators to the decade of the 1960's and finds that their image

of citizenship continues to be one of maintaining obedience to law
and keeping order in an ideal society of responsive governments ana

36 Apparently the school's emphasis on responsive

rational individuals.
government contributes to the acquisition of students' political trust.
Levenson finds that the school contributes little to what he calls the
learning of participatory responsibility; teachers in particular seem

to stress the obedience component of participation in public life.37
Thus the school appears to be a social institution that has the over-

all effect of building support for the political system. But the

school fails to instill a predisposition thought to be required for
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the functioning of democratic societies, future activism,

The third general exception involves the weak showing of the
black family38 in relation to political awareness and future activism.
The black family's lack of influence on these attitudes may be due to
their own tendencies toward political pessivity. In the past even
outside the southern states black voter turnout has tended to be less
than white voter turnout.39 Marx finds that those black people assumed
to be high on exposure to traditional black southern values, because
of their age, sex, region, and rural upbringing, tend to be less mili-
tant than younger people raised in the urban North.40 Older black
people in general, including black parents in this study, therefore,
apparently have tended not to develop a fully participant life style
and have not encouraged their children to do so.

The fourth exception involves the strong showing of the mass
media in relation to black students' future activism. This finding
may be explained in terms of political modernization and the political
events taking place during this era. During the late 1950's and the
1960's, the revolution in black political participation described
earlier was being reported in the national news. Orum suggests that
the mass media helped disseminate knowledge of this participation
revolution and expanded the parochial black student movement in the
South into a mass movement involving black and white people.41 As
noted earlier, Matthews and Prothro suggest that the mass media may

contribute to the political modernization of less politicized segments
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of society. That is, the mass media may encourage people to be active
Ein politics by reporting the political events of the times, which in
éthis case included black protest activities, Mass media reporting of
political events may have the effect of activating peripheral groups
in society if members of these groups empathize with actors reported
vto be taking part in the political events. The mass media, therefore,
appear to be agents of political modernization for black students in

the present study. Hypotheses (a), (b), and (c) about the mass media's

importance, stated earlier for the model of political modernization,
|

éare supported. The political modernization model, therefore, appears
éto explain black students' acquisition of future activism.
Political Awareness and
Politiecal Trust

The direct effects of political awareness on political trust
for black and for white students can be observed in Figure 8. As

$
H

:hypothesized, political awareness has a negative effect on political

trust; the impact is greater for black students than for white stu-

‘dents. This finding is attributed to the black students' assumed

igreater awareness of the implications of being black in a white-

Edominated society. To be black is to be subject to daily discrimina-

itory acts by some public officials despite the national ideal of

‘equality before the law. Awareness of such diserimination tends to
‘decrease an individual's trust of these officials and of govermment in |

-general,
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Political Awareness and
Future Activism

j Political awareness, as hypothesized, has direct positive
;effects on the future activism of both black and white students, The
difference in magnitude of effects is not great, This finding further
§supports the proposition that black students are modernizing. Since

‘White students have tended to grow up in a life style more participant

than that of black students, white students should be more advanced

!in acquiring an attitude that will partly determine subsequent poli-
%tical activity. But if political awareness helps to bridge the
é"psychic gap" between participant end non-participant life styles,
%then black students have caught up with white students in acquiring

i
ran attitude that leads to future activism,

Political Trust and
Future Activism '

As hypothesized, political trust has a negative impact on
‘black students' future activism and a slight positive, but statisti-
;cally insignificant, impact on white students' future activism. For

|
|
1
|
iblack students the inverse relationship means that lower political l
| |
‘trust caused by greater political awareness will lead to increased {

ifuture activism., Conversely, greater political trust acquired regard- i
'less of political awareness under the influence of peer groups, family,i
.and the school will lead to decreased future activism.

This can be explained if it is assumed that black students

~tend to occupy peripheral social positions and, therefore, lack access

t

|
O o
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to the political system. Their awareness of lack of political access
‘and the assumed nonacceptability of this peripheral social position

lead to decreased political trust. If it can be assumed further that

!the black students in this study also feel politically efficacious,

:they will feel that they can move into more central social positions

|
%and gain access to the political system, Therefore, lower political
étrust coupled with assumed feelings of political efficacy lead to

|
| future activism,

EAgents' Indirect Effects
'on Future Activism

An examination of the model of political socialization
separately for black and for white students suggestis that these
students are acquiring future activism, though in different ways.

The model developed in Chapter V for the entire sample indicated that
vpolitical awareness--~but not political trust--was an intervening i

variable in the ascquisition of future activism. Only when the sample

iis split into black and white subsamples is political trust also

%found to be an intervening variasble, at least for black students.
I
}

This can be seen in Figure 8 by observing that in the black
;student model, paths run from some of the agents through both political
gawareness and political trust to future activism. In the white stu- i

:dent model, paths run from the agents to future activism only through

‘political awareness, since there is no path from political trust to 4

future activism.
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A comparison of the magnitudes of agents' direct and
iindirect effects will indicate to what extent political awareness
gand trust are intervening variables in the acquisition of future
activism, A comparison of the mass media's direct and indirect
effects for black and for white students will give additional indi-

Ecations of whether political modernization is affecting their

political socialization. Table 24 displays the agents' indirect

| effects on future activism through political awareness and trust as

;well as their direct influences on future activism,

i
1

The comparison of direct and indirect effects on white
fstudents' future activism shows that each agent's direct effects are
greater than its total indirect effects. The ratio of direct to
total indirect effects ranges from one to one for the school to three
{to one for the family and peer groups. For black students, on the
other hand, only peer groups, the school, and mass media have direct

effects on future activism. These direct effects, also, are greater

' then indirect effects by ratios ranging from one and a half to one

Efor the school to almost seven to one for the mass media. Only the

‘mass media have significant direct effects on black students' future
Eactivism, and these direct effects are much greater than their in-

;direct effects. Hypothesis (d), stated earlier for the model of

%political modernization, thus is supported. The political moderniza-

‘tion model explains black students' acquisition of future activism, i
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Further examination of Table 24 also suggests that the
‘political socializaticn process has continuity for white students but %
§discontinuity for black students. Discontinuity is defined as lack

of consistency among agents' messages transmitted in the process of

Epolitical socialization.42 For white students, all four asgents en-
%courage future activism directly. They also exert smaller positive
%influences indirectly through political awareness. At this stage of
%the white students model, political trust is not translated into future
Eactivism; it has no effect one way or the other on future activism.
%The agents' only effects on white students' future activism, there-
fore, are either direct or indirect through political awareness, and
virtually all are positive. Evidently all agents influence white

students' future activism positively because of white students' cen-

tral social position. In other words, they have been reared in more !

\politicized enviromments that are more likely to influence the acqui-

|
'sition of political awareness and transmit norms of political

|
‘participation.

For black students on the other hand, the family apparently

!operates as a traditional force in opposition to the modernizing

fforce of the mass media. As can be observed in Figure 8, the black ‘
: ]

1

family's only significant influence is to encourage students' politicall

Etrust. Because of the inverse relationship between political trust 5
: |
i

‘and future activism, this political trust then leads to a decline in

future activism. Thus the black family indirectly discourages future f
|
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‘activism while the mass media directly encourage future activism,
éPeer groups and the school exert positive influences on black students'g
éfuture activism through political awareness and through the political
awareness-trust linkage (see Table 24). But they also exert negative
influences on future activism through political trust. In fact, these
agents also act as traditional brakes on black students' political

socialization, since their indirect negative effects on future acti-

vism, when added to their negative direct effects, override their
ipositive effects,

Because they are beginning to move from peripheral social !
' positions toward more central positions, black students seem to be ‘
iexperiencing discontinuities in political socialization. Black stu-
dents receive traditional encouragement of political trust and dis-
couragement of future activism from the family, school, and peer

igroups. But these traditional forces are outweighed by the mass

‘media's strong positive influences on future activism. The mass
|

Emedia appear to have mobilized these black students.

| A Comparison of Black and Low Status White Students'
Tequisition of’ Future Activism

Hypotheses

;Agents' Direct Effects
Low status white students' acquisition of future activism
“should follow the hypothesized model of traditional political sociall- :

zation presented in Chapter I, because there is evidence to suggest
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‘that they acquiesce in their peripheral social position. In the

ifirst place, low status white people appear not to have developed a

43

igroup consciousness as black people have, In the second place,
soclal status, unlike race, has not divided the population into rigid,
legally deprived categories of people.44 As Lane finds in his study
%of Eastport workers, people of working-class status tend to think

there is enough opportunity (if not completely equal opportunity) for

everyone to assume personal responsibility for achieving his own
Estatus.45 According to Lane, these working class individuals tend to
%identify themselves not by status but as "the People" of the United
§States; they seem to believe that govermment is for, by, and of them.46i
iTherefore, working under the assumption that low status white students
accept thelr peripheral position, family and peer groups are hypothe-

sized to have greater effects than school and mass media on these

students' acquisition of future activism, !

{Political Awareness and Political Trust

; Lower status white students should tend to be committed to
ithe values that Lane finds in his study of Eastport workers. These

;
.people of low social status stress the worth of themselves as indi-

§viduals whose best interests are served by their representative public |

iofficials, regardless of the public officials' possible stupidity,

47

%crookedness, or wastefulness. As long as they are aware that public

vofficials care for them and are responsive to their needs, they
t.48

-develop political trus Thus, political awareness is hypothesized

t
|
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to have a positive effect on low status students' political trust.

sPolitical Awareness and Future Activism

| The model developed in the present study has consistently

' shown a positive impact of political awareness on future activism.
iSince black students' in the present study have been found to have a
higher level of future activism than low status white students, the

political awareness-future activism relationship is hypothesized to

: be greater in megnitude for black students than for low status white

Estudents. ;
i H

Political Trust and Future Activism

Low status white students have been raised in environments

that value allegiance to the political system and the citizen obli-

49 Thus their political trust should have a positive

gation to vote.
influence on future activism, Political trust is hypothesized to

have a positive effect on low status white students' future activism,

Findings
! The direct effects of the agents of political socialization

;on low status white students' future activism are compared to the

§agents' direct effects on black students' future activism in Table 25,
:The direct effects of political awareness and political trust on

'future activism for each group also are displayed in Table 25,

As hypothesized, the family has greater positive effects

than social institutions on low status white students' future activism.%
|

e e e e e = e - |
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1
|
! TABLE 25
:
|

DIRECT EFFECTS OF AGENTS, POLITICAL AWARENESS, AND POLITICAL TRUST
ON BLACK AND ON LCW STATUS WHITE STUDENTS' FUTURE ACTIVISM

Peripheral Social Position
Black Students White Students
Agents Providing Future Activism Future Activism

Primary relationships

Family .000 .141%

Peer Groups -.059 .086%
Secondary relationships

School -.022 -.059%

Mass Media L153% .120%
Political Awareness .168% .097%
Political Trust -.100% .100%

¥Path coefficients, significant at .01 level.
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"The family thus operates differently for black and for low status

éwhite students, As can be observed in Table 25, the black family is
ithe least important agent in regard to black students' future ac’c.ivism.1
But the low status white family encourages future activism in its
children, It is the strongest agent for low status white students,

'As can be observed in Tabie 26, these effects are almost entirely

direct. The ratio of dlrect to indirect effects for the low status

iwhite family is thirteen to one. This means that the low status

?white family, if it is politicized, activates 1ts children regardless

Eof the children's levels of political awareness and political trust,

§ Peer groups, which were hypothesized to be important agents
gfor low status white students, emerge as relatively unimportant agents
for low status white students. But the schcool, as hypotnesized, 1s
not en important agent for students in peripheral soclal positions.

It operates for low status white students as it does for black stu-

dents. The school directly discourages future activism for both

‘black and low status white students. Because of the different link-

;886 between political trust and future activism for each type of

1
istudent, however, the school indirectly discourages black students'’

future activism and indirectly encourages low status white students'

future activism.

The mass media have stronger direct effects than hypothesized

for white students in peripheral social positions. Whether these

media effects should be interpreted =2c modernizing effects depends on
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the extent to which these direct effects on future activism are greaterg
zthan the mass media's indirect effects through political awareness and
itrust. A comparison of direct and indirect effects is displayed in
iTable 26, Whereas the mass media's direct effects on future activism
éwere found earlier to be almost seven times as great as their indirect
effects for black students, their direct effects on future activism

are only three times as great as their indirect effects for low

status white students. The ratio for all white students was two to

one (see Table 24), so the mass media affect low status white students'

future activism proportionately about the same way they affect all

‘white students' future activism. Thus, the mass media sppear to be

agents of political modernization for black students but more "normal"

agents of political socialization for low status white students.
Political awareness and trust operate as intervening variables
for low status white students as well as for black students. As

hypothesized (see Table 25), political awareness has a positive in-

|

fluence on future activism, and the impact is stronger for black than

‘for low status white students. But the nature of the other linkages

is completely different for each social grouping., For black students,
as reported earlier, political awareness was found to decrease politi-

‘ cal trust; lower political trust was found to increase future activism,

For low status white students, political awareness, as hypothesized, i
leads to increased political trust (path coefficient is .067, signi-

ficant st .0l level). Political trust, as hypothesized, leads to

e e e o o e e e e e e it s s s e s - {
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'increased future activism (see Table 25).

Summary and Implications

! The present study, as already noted, does not claim to explain
political modernization processes. However, modernization concepts
have served as useful explanatory devices for developing propositions
about how agents of political socialization differ for peripheral

groups in the United States. When, in addition to race and social

. status, the assumed nature of an individual's politicized social en-
ivironments and his social position are taken Into account, an even
zbroader understanding of the process is suggested. Race is found to
be a powerful variable for revealing and inferring different political
socialization processes in the United States. Social status among

|
Ewhi’ce students is found to be a less powerful variable for inferring

different processes of political socialization.

White students in general, who are assumed to occupy central
Esocial positions, appear to be involved in a rather steady continuous
zpolitical socialization process. All agents positively encourage
ipolitical awareness and future activism, what Inkeles would call com-
%ponents of a participant life style. Evaluative orientations to

'politics as indicated by political trust uppear not to have any

|

‘relationship to future activism for white students. Compared ‘o

|
: i

iblack students, white students apparently develop a more participant 1
1life style as a matter of course. ;

Black students, on the other hand, appear to be involved
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in a discontinuous political socialization process. They are pulled
;toward passivism by the school and their primary groups. They are
épulled toward activism by the mass media. According to Lerner's
itheory of modernization, their apparent ability to empathize with
iblack political activists reported through media news predisposes them
ito be mobilized by the mass media. Some agents, particularly the mass
imedia, also encourage a more participant life style by increasing
%political awareness. But political participation is not going to occur

%for black students as a matter of course. Their mobilization by the

|
imass media is accompanied by future activism growing out of distrust

of public officials and government and assumed feelings of group
isolidarity and efficacy. According to Inkeles's terminology, black
zstudents provide a case of a developing participant life style par-
tially determined by political resentment.

Low status white students appear to be individuals in

iperipheral social positions who, unlike black students, seem to be
%satisfied with their positions. Their political awareness increases
épolitical trust, and political trust encourages future activism, ZLow
|

status white students thus seem to provide a good example of allegiant

icitizens being socialized into what they perceive to be a benevolent

ipolitical system.
i Black and low status white students, therefore, represent %

fdivergent political socialization processes. Because of their race and%

regardless of their peripheral social position, low status white stu-

‘dents are becoming allegiant citizens. With the exception of their i
‘ i

e it e - e e o e e L emAhm it et i n e it e e e e O —t
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‘strong family influence on future activism, low status white students
éare affected as if they occupied more central positions, Social
éinstitutions are as important in their political socialization as they
iare for students in more central social positions. The effects of
?the mass media on black students' future activism, however, suggest
ithat these students are modernizing, The relatively traditional
ieffects of the family, school, and peer groups in discouraging future
iblack political participation have been counteracted by the modernizing
iinfluence of the mass media, Presumably through their coverage of
;increased black political activism, the mass medla apparently have
gactiva‘bed black students intent on gaining full access to the politi-
cal system. Because of their race, black students necessarily have
lexisted in peripheral social positions. But this existence is no

longer acceptable to them, and they appear to be mobilizing to change

the status quo.
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.Plack students' political knowledge also results (r = .126, signifi- |
‘cant at ,05 level). But an even greater positive relationship is
;found for white students (r = .198, significant at .00l level).
'Liking school as well as courses adds strength to the relationships
‘for both black and white students. The more students of either race
:1ike school and social sclence courses, the higher their level of ‘
‘political knowledge tends to be (r = .136 for black students, .208 for |
‘white students). It therefore appears that white students taking

. courses they like are not exposed to redundant information but instead
‘tend to increase their level of political knowledge just as black stu- |
'dents do. In fact, the relationship apparently is strong enough to ‘
cause the school to have more influence for white students than for
black students. |
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35Significance will be attributed to the weak showing of
.the school in the following discussion, so that the strong showing of
‘white peer groups is attributed simply to their moving up a rank to i
'£111 the position abdicated by the school. This also would account for|
‘the resulting non-hypothesized effect of black peer groups on future
ractiviem,

36Massialas, "Inquiring Activist," pp. 243-48.

3';’George B. Levenson, "The School's Contribution to the

i Learning of Participatory Respon51b111ty," in ‘Political Youth, Tradi-
-tional Schools, ed. by Byron G. Massialas (EngTlewood CITTT%,
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1972), pp. 129-31,

38A question might be raised as to whether black families can
teven be compared to white familles. See Billings' remarks, for
example, in "Black Activists and the Schools," p. 82, In this study
the two kinds of families are rendered comparable for the following

. reasons,

Andrew Billingz 1ey, in Bleck Families in White America
(Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: PrentY¥ce-Hell, Inc., 1968), pp. 197-215,
‘suggests that families only in the lowest category of black lower
§social status, the nonworking poor, have been treated extensively in
isocial welfare studles or general family studies. These disorganized
;black families thus have become a stereotype for all black families,
iBut Billingsley shows that the black family is a highly diverse insti-
itution manifesting several patterns and varying across several cate-
|gories of black social status (pp. 8-10, 15-21). The majority of
'black families, even in the lower s001al status categories, are headed
%by parents who play egalitarian roles in running the family (pp. 143-

§44).

In the present study, 2.5 percent of the white students as
opposed to 10.8 percent of the black students are not at &sll close to
'their parents. As the closeness to parents index is constructed, this
'means that these students do not live with their mother or father,
‘but they may live with a family composed of relatives such as grand-
parents, aunts, or uncles, Thic moy be true particularly for the
‘black students, (See Billingsley, Black Families in White America,
pp. 19-21.) This does not mean tha® Thére 1s not some Kind of family |
‘group influence occurring for these students. It may mean, however,
'that the influence comes from even older and more traditionally orlented
‘individuals.

Furthermore, the fact that the sample is drawn from high
.school seniors and not dropouts, who are said to comprise 26 percent
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of this black age cohort (see Jennings, Student-Parent Socialization
‘Study, Sampling Information), suggests that these black students come
‘from the categories of black social status that render them comparable
‘to white students in terms of having some kind of family to which

'they can be close. The distribution for closeness to family controlled
for race is as follows:

| Close to Parents Black White
Index Students Students
Not close at all 0 10.8% 2.5%
1 .2 7
2 6.6 5.8
3 15.4 11.6
4 14.0 25,7
: 5 27.2 26,2
; Very close 6 25,9 - 27.5
100.1% 100.0%
? !
(191) (1,810) |

’ 39Angus Campbell, Philip E. Converse, Warren E, Miller, and
‘Donald E., Stokes, The American Voter (New York: John Wiley & Sons,
'Inc., 1960), pp. 276-82. The report is based mainly on survey data
from studies of the 1952 and 1956 presidential elections.

4Ogary T. Marx, Protest and Prejudice: A Study of Belief in
the Black Community, Harper Torchbook (rev. ed.; New York: Harper
and Now, Publishers, 1969), pp. 51-54. Militancy is defined in terms
of willingness to press actively for civil rights, pp. 40-41,
|

; 41Anthony M. Orum, "Patterns of Protest: The Politics of
'Black Youth in the 1960's," in The Seeds of Politics: Youth and
'Politics In America, ed. by AntRomy M. Orum {Englewood CIiffs, N.J.:
| Prentice-Hall, Imc., 1972), p. 277.

42Dawson and Prewitt, Political Socialization, p. 82.

43Verva and Nie, Participation in America, pp. 258-59.

_ 44The poor are an exception, See Jacobus Ten Broek, Family
‘Law and the Poor, Essays, ed. by Joel F, Handler (Westport, Conn.:
 Greemmood Publishing Corporation, 1971). These people are probably
-underrepresented in this sample of students who have managed to stay
in school through the twelfth grade.
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, 45Ro‘ber‘b E, Lane, Political Ideology, Free Press Paperback
(New York: The Free Press, 1967), pp. 01-6%.

46Tvid., pp. 166-70.
471b1d., pp. 159-60.

48Idem.

49Tbid., pp. 162-65,
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CHAPTER VII

THE RELATIVE EFFECTS OF AGENTS OF POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION:
MASS MEDIA VERSUS THE FAMILY FOR RACIAL AND

STATUS PERIPHERAL SOCIAL POSITIONS

The present study has proceded from a definition of the
lpolitical socialization process that stresses the variability of

%agent influences in the acquisition of political orientations. Before
%analyzing the effects of the family, school, peer groups, and mass
émedia relative to one another, a few words should be said about the
effects of these agents relative to unspecified influences, Unspe-
cified influences were indicated by the residual paths to each poli-
tical orientation in each path diagram. All of the residual paths

were of very great magnitude., This means that all four agents together

iexplained very little (less than 20 percent) of the variance of any

one of the political orientations examined. Such findings suggest

;that the agents of political socialization as conceptualized and

@measured here do not have much influence in the political sociali-

‘zation process. Better measurement in future studies may increase

§the explanatory power of such variables. But measurement of other
zinfluences also should be attempted. Indicators of actual political

‘experiences, such as contact with public officials (for example, E
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‘police arrests, school visits by the local Congressmen), might
‘explain more variance in political awareness or future activism,
| Indicators of perceptions and evaluations of specific government

Eprograms and officials' performances might explain more variance in

|
‘political trust. As research in the area of "agents" of political

socialization continues, hopefully we will attain better measurement

[of more theoretically relevant variables.

The political socialization literature generally has stressed

%the importance of four agents of political socialization: the family, !
ithe school, peer groups, and the mass media. In the past, some re- :
isearchers have asserted that the family is a very important agent of
political socialization.1 This assertion is based on the following
assumptions: (1) "childhood learning is relatively enduring through-
1ife," and {2) "basic orientations acquired during childhood

structure the later learning of specific issue beliefs."2 Since the

family is the first social group that controls the beginnings of a

child's personality development and integration into society, the

1

| family determines the child's basic and enduring political orienta-

‘tions and thus has the greatest influence in the political socializa-

;tion process.
: Other researchers have asserted that the school is the most

éimportant agent of political socialization.3 This assertion is

'qualified by suggesting that the family is responsible for basic

evaluations of the political system while the school is responsible
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'for transmitting information about the operation of the political
%system and influencing attitudes and beliefs about this operation.4

| The assertions discussed so far usually have come from

studies of the political socialization of younger children. Generally
'the respondents have been of elementary or middle school age (seven

|

to thirteen or fourteen years old). When respondents of high school

age are studied, peer groups also are thought to become important

agents of political socialization. As students grow up it is assumed

ithat peer groups may begin to exert some influences on their political

1
{

?orientations. Sometimes peer groups will reinforce the family's

‘earlier influences on an individual; sometimes peer groups will in-

fluence an individual to change his political orientations.5 }

. Finally, recent studies of agents of political socialization
|

have realized the importance of the mass media as providers of poli-

ticized environments and particularly as sources of political infor-

6
5mation through daily news reports. Furthermore, the study of

i
}

‘political development and modernization, which emphasizes the impor-

1

Etance of the mass media in mobilization, seems to have turned from a

i
| typological approach that compares so-called traditional, transitional,

‘and modern societies to an evolutionary approach that views all so- §

i 7

;cieties as continually changing. Thus it is possible to apply Lerner's
%propositions about the mass media as agents of modernization in
1"developing" nations8 tc a study of mass media as agents of political

socialization or modernization {for certain subcultures) in the

e e e e e . PR I
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iUnited States. At the same time, the emphasis moves from i
iconceptualizing the mass media as obJects of attention at the spectator;
ilevel of political activity9 to conceptualizing the mass media as
lsources of political information or as triggers of empathy and politi-
cal activity.lo In other words, instead of viewing exposure to the

‘mass media as a dependent variable, mass media influence is viewed

as an independent variable along with other agent influences in the

ipolitical socialization process.

] Path analysis provides a means of assessing the effects of
%these four agents relative to one another and relative to other
iunspecified sources of influence on certain political orientations |
of theoretical interest. The dependent variable chosen for the

present study is future activism, which is assumed to be a good indi-
cator that the respondents will become political participants, take

part in the choice of public officials, and attempt to influence

policy-making. Future activism is the focus of the study because a

:consideration of certain events in the 1960's, especially increased '

gblack political participation, raises the question of how this mobili-

!

ization occurred. Some studies have revealed the differential impacts

of political awareness and political trust on political participation

11 Thus, these

;for different social groupings in the citizenry.
ipolitical orientations are considered as intervening variables between !
‘the agents a2nd future activism, Path analysis also provides a means {

.of determining the extent to which variables intervene between
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independent and dependent variables and thus allows & comparison of
‘agents' direct effects on future activism with their indirect effects

Ethrough these intervening variables. Path analysis, therefore, pro-

vides a bridge between data and theory.
i The following theoretical statements can be made on the
;basis of inferences from the path analysis findings in the present
%study. These theoretical statements should be received with the
understanding that certain limiting assumptions have been in force
gduring the analysis. These assumptions underlying the path analysis
?technique were stated in Chapter II. The limitations of applying |
vdynamic propositions to a static model were discussed in Chapter I.
Thus, these theoretical statements may serve as hypotheses to be
tested further with other data,

In general, as found in Chapters III, IV, and V, social
institutions--school and the mass media--are the most influential
agents of political soecialization for high school seniors. The mass
;media and the school have the greatest positive direct effect on the

acquisition of political awareness, The school and the mass media

thave the greatest positive direct effect on the acquisition of poli-
étical trust. The mass media have the greatest positive direct effect |
Eon the acquisition of future activism, but in this case the school !
ihas the least positive direct effect. E
| The debate over whether the family or the school is the most

-influential agent is resolved partially by these findings.

e _ i
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‘Specifically, by the time people reach the last year of high school,
_the family has become the least influential agent of political sociali-f
%zation as far as ihe acquisition of political awareness, trust, and

| future activism are concerned. In contrast to Hess and Torney's

3

isuggestion that the school does not affect students' political trust

{
by eighth grade,>?

%by fair treatment from school teachers and officials. In fact, the

high school seniors' political trust is encouraged

I
1school takes an overwhelming lead among the four agents in positively

%influencing the acquisition of political trust. The school also
Econtributes strongly to the encouragement of political awareness.
l But the most important agents of political soclalization are

ithe mass media. They are especially influential in the acquisition
!of political awareness and future activism, This influence appears to

be attributable not only to their importance as sources of information !

but also to their ability to activate students directly. Assumptions

fabout social position as indicated by race or social status make it

'possible to specify how the mass media's activation effects operate.

' !

§Assuming that (1) black people tended to occupy peripheral social

i

ipositions but generally were desirous of achieving access to the

‘political system during the 1960's and (2) low status white people

ftended to occupy peripheral social positions but acquiesced in their
fstatus, it was shown that the mass media were very effective in acti-

Evating black students but not low status white students.
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These findings contribute additional support to the attempts g
éto revise past interpretations of mass media effects. As Blumler
ésuggests, one result of past studies of mass media eff'ects on voters
id.uring and after election campaigns was the formulation of ". . . a
veritable law of the political impotence of all the mass media
e . ."13 People were thought to be shielded from media influence

either because they were uninterested in politics or because they

selectively exposed themselves to information that reinforced their

own points of view. But selective exposure has been found to operate
i 1
~only for some individuals, who tend to be highly involvez partiisans., 4

Selective exposure involves exposing oneself to communications

that stress one favored point of view, such as editorials. General
'news reporting attempts to be objective and covers situations that may
involve different types of people doing different things. People who
pay attention to the media news may identify with and interpret

%these different people and events according to their own subjective

‘situation. Thus the principle that may be most Important is "infor-

15

imation evaluation" ~ or selective perception.

{
5 Selective perception may be related to Verba and Nie's

1

ffinding of group consciousness among more politically active black

{

;people.16 Black group consciousness is a manifestation of what

'Blumer calls collective definition, ". . . an interpretative process

‘which through analysis and critical judgment reworks the presentations

into different forms before assimilation into experience." Collective
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definition affects the state of sensitivity to certain messages for
that portion of the media audience who identify with one another
through their collective definition.17 For black people, their
collective definition involves ". . . an awareness of their own status
as a deprived group . . ." and "[q]onsciousness of race as & problem

or a basis of conflict . . ."18

"Black Power" for many black people
represents a desire to get their fair share of ithe benefits and
rewards of society, to exercise their political rights, and to gailn
greater political power.19 Given news reporting of black political
activity during the 1960's, the assumed growth of group identification
among black people, and their assumed desire and perceived ability to
achieve access to the political system, the conditions were optimal
for modernization and mobilization of the black students in this study.
Because of group consciousness, black students may have selectively
perceived events concerning black people reported in the news during
the 1960's. This selective perception of material with which they
could identify and empathize would explain why the mass media acti-
vated them.

Those black students who paid attention to redia news,
therefore, were exposed to the political change reflected there and
were activated directly by the mass media. The fact that the media's
direct effects were so much greater than their indirect effects through

political awareness and distrust suggests that activation by the media

overshadows media influence on the development of political awareness
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and distrust during the modernization process. This is not to say that
political awareness and distrust had little influence on the acquisi-
tion of future activism by black students. These attitudes had their
own direct effects on future activism. But the mass media activated
black students directly, regardless of their levels of political aware-
ness and distrust.

Low status white students also tended to occupy peripheral
social positions. But because they are white, they probably did not
perceive themselves as a deprived group as black students apparently
perceived themselves. In other words, low status white students may
have been less peripheral than black students. Not subject to a
collective definition of deprived status, they were socialized to
become aware and trusting. They probably will become obedient citi-
zens whose political activity will include voting at most.

Though the agents of political socialization tend to operate
in the same way for white students in general and low status white
students in particular, the low status white family is an exception.
The low status white family is the most important agent for its
children. This finding is unexpected, given Dawson and Prewitt's
proposition that the low status family is less likely than the high
status family to contribute to its children's political learning.go
Perhaps Hyman's warning about the possible effects of social status
on family influence are relevant to this discussion.21 If Hyman is
correct, the direct path from family influence to future activism

should disappear when the model is run for each social status grouping.
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Though the political socialization of high status white students was
inot the object of comparison and explanation in this study, that
%portion of their political socialization model dealing with family

“ieffects directly and through political awareness is presented here to

%test this hypothesis. High social status is indicated by the father's
i
i(or mother's) educational attainment of one or more years of college

i

'and higher,

}

|

‘ .

] Political

' Awareness

: 63 .

Family Q°4|) Future

DY a2 Activism

z &/ (o

| K . = |

1 olitical ;
Trust i

|

Figure 9--Partial Model of Political
Socialization for High Status
White Students

! As can be seen in the partial path diagram in Figure 9, high
Zstatus white families! effects are entirely indirect through political |
iawareness. With social status controlled, the path from family in-

j
;fluence to future activism disappears for high status white students.

'This means that high status white families tend to politicize their
%children because political awareness and participation are part of
i

‘their high status life style. They encourage their children to be
22

ipolitically aware, and this awareness leads to future activism,

Dawson and Prewitt's proposition may be revised as follows.
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:While low status families generally may tend to be less politicized
;than high status families, those low status families that are politi- .
icized are the most important agents of political socialization for
‘low status students. Of the four agents examined, they are most
responsible for encouraging their children to attain whatever level of
lfuture activism these students do have, regardless of the student's

political awareness and trust. In contrast, high status white families

are not at all influential in directly activating their children.

Rather, they indirectly encourage future activism by increasing

political awareness,

‘ Peripheral social position defined in terms of lack of access
to the political system because of race or social status has been
found to be a useful concept for inferring differential processes of

political socialization for different social groupings. Milbrath lists

several indicators of social position, including income, education,
!occupation, urban-rural location, organizational activity, sex, reli-
Egion, and race.23 Following Blumer's suggestion that media effects ;
imust be considered in relation to audience sensitivity to time-specific
Eevents and experiences,24 future research should continue to specify
iwhether soclal position in terms of these other indicetors might
gaffect individual political socialization or modernization, Whereas

!
;race appears to have been one of the sallent politicized aspects of

‘the social position definition of the 1960's, sex may be such an

‘aspect of social position definition in the late 1960t's and early
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1970's. The model of political socialization developed in this

. study should provide a useful tool for further research on this

1 problem.

i
!
|
t
i
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